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THE SI EGE 

OF PETERSBURG 
::;'{'1//-4 hen twenty-three-year-old George Its 1860 population was 18.266, half 

. 11/ S. Bernard marched off to war in April of which were black, and nearly a third of 

1861 as a member of the Petersburg Rilles, them were free. Ninety percent of the 

he left behind a city of no small accom­ white half were native Virginians, whose 

plishments. Much of its importance derived devotion to the cause in 1812 inspired the 

from its location, just belmy the fallsof the nicknam~ "Cockade City" in honor of the 

Appomattox River, where planters trans­ rosette they wore on their caps. When. 

ferred their goods to ships for passage to Civil War came in 1861, Petersburg's men 

the James River and beyond. again responded, and they provided the 

Formally organized by the Virginia· South sever-d· infantry companies and 

General Assembly in 1784, Petersburg was'· artillery units, as well as. three troops 
l 

not long in. acquiring: many of the visible _ of cavalry. 1­

signs of civilization.. Paved streets began to All these young men left to fight else­

appea'r in 1813, soon followed by-a canal where;-and for a short while the war was 

bypassing the Ap~matto.x: falls; railroad something known only through newspa­

lines linking it- tuaU points of the compass. pers. But it all came l!ome when a Cnion 

came next,_gaslights were introduced in naval blockade established in Hampton 

1851, and a new municip;T~;t~~system' -·-----··Ro~lds: at1fie-mollth ofthe-James, closed 

was iristalled by'1857. All these civic --down the port of Petersburg. There was 

i~provements helPed attract and hold a some compensatol)' prosperity as the 
MAY 1865 VIEW OF 

substantial business conll11unity, based on town's industries expanded to meet the 
PETERSBURG. ViRGIN!.... 

tobacco manufacture, but ab'O including new demands for military materiel. This 
(Lei 

cotton and flour mills and banking. led Confederate leaders to worry ,~bout its 



CAPTAIN CHARLES H. DIMMOCK WAS THE 

DESIGNER OF THE TRENCH SYSTEM LAID OUT 

TO PROTECT PETERSI;jURG. 

(NPS) 

security. In 1862 Captain Charles H. 

I 

occupied City Point, a small village at 

the mouth of the Appomattox River. A 

Confederate hero of Fort Sumter and First 

Manassas, General P.G.T. Beauregard, was 

given the job of rallying the region's scat­

tered defenders. 

The designated object of Butler's 

operation was Richmond, but he first tried 

a little obfuscation, On May 9, a force of 

about 18,000 that he sent toward 

Petersburg was, met and stopped at Swift 

Creek by. a hastily assembled command 

not one-third its size. Although usually 

enjoying numerical superiority, Butler's 

operations were fatally hampered by his 

own lack of field experience and squab­

bling with his two corps commanders over 

strategy_and tactics. What became known 
- - -, 

as the Bermuda Hundred Campaign 

unfolded in ,a series of limited tactical vic­

- tories for the F~de'rals, which often left the 

Dimmcx:~ a~v<:.c:!J!:om Ri..£hm9..!!d to_l~_me-

dy that situation. Employing a large slave 

labor force, he bllilt aring of earth'works 

stretching fully ten miles around the city, 

~ line of fortifications and 55 battery 

positions that lacked only the troops to 

man them. 

On I\1ay 4, 1864, Union forces. a,cross 

the- country tx!gan a coordinated milit~lry 

.'advance aimed at" the pres.sure points of 

the Confederacy, .with ~he primary actions 

taking plaee in northern Georgia and 

northern Virginia. Of immediate signifi­

cance for Petersburg was one of the sec­

ondary operations. That evening, a Federal 

army of 35,000 under the command of 

Major General Benjamin F. Butler began 

landing about eight miles away on the' 

eastern shore of Bermuda' Hundred.:...,.-a 

thirty-square-mile peninsula formed by the 

confluenee of the James and Appomattox 

Rivers. On May 5 a unit of black troops ­

____	strategic ad'iantage -with the Confederates. 

In fighting at Port Walthall Junction (May 

6-7), Chester Station (May 9-10). and 

Drewry's Bluff (May 16), Butler failed deci­

sively to defeat the forces thrown against, 

him and ran out of momentum. The result 
. . 

was that by May 22, his arm)' had pulled' 
-
back into Bermuda Hundred, where it 

: b:egan to dig a defensive line across the 

peninsul:!'s relatively narrow neck., Butler 

may have been bottled up, but-he was far 

from beaten. 

Many of Beauregard's troops had 

, passed through Petersburg on their journey 

north, but few had been' retained {O protect 

'it. Recognizing this, B~tler sent a mixed 

-'ca:valry-infantry expedition of 6.500_men to 

C4pturethe Cockade City on June 9. The 

h<:>fsemen (numbering 1;500) were sent on 
, 

a ~wide swing to enter the city from the 


'~~th\ while two colunms of foot soldiers 

--.'- ~drched in from the northeast and east. 
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a memorahle 

day in 
Petershurg, 
histo1)). 7be 

tocsin bega II 
to sOllnd in 
the morning. 
summoning 

. tbe tall'll 's 

militia­

\.most~v men 
eiiher too old 

or too )'OZl11g 

for regular 
sen.'ice, "nJis 
is no time foj­

anyone to 
stand back" 
declared one. 
"77.7e enemy 
are }lOll' r(v,bt 

UpOJ7 llS. 

June 9 became a memorable day in 

Petersburg history. The tocsin began to 

sound in the morning, summoning the 

town's militia-mostly men either too old 

or too young for regul~r service. "This is 

no time for anyone to stand back," 

declared one. "The enemy are now right 

upon us." While the few veteran troops 

manned the northeastern ramparts, the 

militia took up a line across the Jerusalem 

Plank Road facing south.1'I:ie Yankee 

infantry. probed the Dirrunock Line and 

demanded "an ~xtraordinary sacrifice of 
.' 

life and blood.'" 

North of the James, the period from 

May to early Juni had witnessed a hard­

fought campaigni costing the Federal 

forces under Lie~tenant General Ulysses S. 

Grant and Major General George G. Meade 

54,000 casualties, while the loss to General 

Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia 

was almost 32,000. Blocked east of 

RichInondafter a bloody repulse at Cold 

Harbor, .and unable to bring Lee to bay; 

decided not'to attacK. On the sOllthern 

~ror'lt, however, the poorly armed civiljans 

. were scatt-ered by the experienced Union 

froopers, who then pus~d a small force 

toward the center of town. I~. took a·des­

perate stand near the city reservoir by 

Graham's Virginia Battery, hastily sum­

moned from across the river, aided by 

some ofthe veteran infantry, to turn back 

the Federals. 

Fifteen of the Civilians who had 

rushed to arms were killed, eighteen were 

wounded, and another forty-five captured. 

Petersburg had been saved, but, in the 

words of one survivor, its defense had 

W.'IUD ILL\JSTRATION'OF H.'I_NCOCK·S CORPS 


CROSSING THE JAMES R)VER. 


(LC) 

Grant decided on a fresh line of advance. 

On June 5 he began.to make plans with 

Petersburg the new objective, fully recog­

nizing its strategic importance as a trans­

portation hub for Richmond-bound sup- . 

plies. He deftly disengaged his army from 

its Cold Harbor trenches on ,the night of 

Julie 12'and, after a series of hard 

marches, he began t~'crosstheJames 

River ,?n June 14. ~os~ of ~he infanttymen 

were f~nied ov~r:6n transports; but one 

http:began.to


corps and one division, along \vith all the 

wagons, artillery, and animals, crosseq.on .. 

an engineering mafvel·~a 2,100-foot 

pontoon bridge built from. Wyanbke . 

Neck to the base of Windmill Point. 

Grant's intention was to anack 

Petersburg. using the Eighteenth' Corps from 

the Army of the jaJ.nes..and..the.5econd-.--­

Corps from ~e.AI:t?y of the Potomac: but 

he failed to coordinate the units involved 

effectively. Smith's men were marching· 

down from BermucIa Hundred via a pon­

toon bridge at Point of Rocks, five miles 

from P.etersburg. Hancock's troops hag' 

crossegtJ:!e James at Windmill Point and 

were nearly fifteen miles·dist:mt. It was 

many hours .after·tl-!e Eighteenth Corp~~ had 

actually engaged· Petersburg's defenders . 

befor~ the Second Corps commander was 

even told of his part in the operation. '.~ a 

result, the Eighteenth Corps attacked alone. 

The officer commanding the Union 

force (which also included ca\'alry) was 

Major General William F. "Baldy" Smith. 

who was something of a martinet. Smith 

and some of his men had been temporarily 

transferred to the Army of the Potomac in 

early June and saw selVice at Cold Harbor. 
There, on June 3, he had seen tlrsrha'nd . 

the folly of anacking well-manned earth­

worl~s. Because of that experience, his 

march to P.etersburg from Bemloda . 

Hundred and City Point was vep' slow and 

very cautious .. Ironically, his combined 

force of app~ox~atdy 15,500 men faced 

only 2,200 Confederates defending 

Petersoorg; but they were posted behind 

the forbidding Dimmock fortifications. This 

disparity of forces was a critical problem 

for Beauregard. So well' had Grant masked 

the' real objective of his march to the 

James that .Robert E: Lee held off reinforc­

ingPetersburg, fearing for Richmond's 

safety. Determine~ to defend the Cockade' 

. City, Beauregard made a couritgeolls deci­

..: ":;~;;f!t. 
" ~..." ";:.'­.. 

·~~r.:~~ . 
........-~ ..~.~~~.':-.:..~-~;T~-- t,~-, 
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PONTOON BRIDGE OVER· 

THE JAMES RIVER TO 

WINDMILL POINT. 

(NA) 

~ 

E:DWIN FORBES ILLUS­

TRATION OF THE 

EIGHTEENTH CORPS 

STOR"1ING DIMMOCK 

LINE ON JUNE ·'5 .. 

(LC) 
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Mars/on. 2. Burnham. J. Henry; Bell: 1. Cums. 
2. Bell; Marrindale: 1. Stannard. 2. Stedman; 
Hincks: I. Holman. 2. Duncan 

Petersburg 
Nationsl' 

Battlefield 

Smith 

1
L'SCTI.USCT 

USCT-I. USCT 

-¢­

1 mile 

Petersburg 
'June 15, 1864 

, " ( Ro~4 (1g64) 

Prince George Co,," HailS . 

Eighleenth Corps brigades, Brooks: I. . 

E\EI[}'AT 7HE GATES 
After a cautiolls 
approach thil(ocGu­
pied most ofthe morn­
ing, and a series of 
careful reconnais­
sances that lasted 
thrC!lIgholtt the, 
afternooll. Union 
Eighteenth Corps 
commander Maj. Gen. 
William F. "Baldy" 
Smith assauits tbe 
formidable Dimmock 
Line at 7 P~U. His 
ll'idefV dispersed 
attack formati01lS 
ovemtn the tbil/~~' 
manned Confederate 
Jines and enjoy great 
success until darknesS 
and Smith:Shesitation 
bring the operation to 

a close. 

:1:
9. ' 

~ \. 
~.. Ho/m;m; 

. MA'5 Cal' 
rdismr>lllltfd). 

If); DIIH"all: 

5. CSCT6. 
USCT 22 

sion to abandon his Bermuda Hundred 

lines and hurried these troops south even 

as SI?ith's men approached. 

Smith's advance, was stalled for sever­

al hours .Dy sUibborn Rebel opposition at 
. ,. 

, an Dudying ~ost on Baylor's Fann, Once 

,that was cleared, he spent more time 
. . 

scouting the enemy lines arid refining his . 

plans. When he informed his officers that 

he intended to attack at 4:00 P.M., he 

learned that his artillery chief. assuming 

there would be no further action this late 

in the day, had sent all of hIS horses to the 

rear to be watered. It wasn't until ::00 P.M., 

thirteen houis after he first made contact at 

Baylor's Farm, that Smith's assault began, 

He had correctly divined Beauregard's criti­

car lack of manpower, so, instead of 

5 

AI'fh/mtUrtl.\ ritJ tlplllltOO/1 

hnd:.:f' ut Poimllt Rocks r.1{ 

.lllllrt ~c.'. Hinck,"~ m(,ll. 

I'o';/t'li ,"1' Cit\' Poillt. hrglill 

mj}l"/fI.~ "f tilt' .hUnt' fIIlft', 

N 

attacking en masse, he chose a more dis­

.persed skirmishing formation that provided 
. . 

few targets to th~ Rebel gunners. 

White troops from Colonel Louis 

Bell's brigade overr.lfi Harte!)'.5 on the 

Dimmock Line: 'while 'others' surro~mded 

neighboring Battery.6. "Here we~had t~ 
fight hard,~ wrote a New York soldier ... 

Some of the troops in Brigadier General 

Edward W. Hincks's all-black division 

assisted in' capturing Battery 6. while others 

from that unit rolled the line up to the 

sOLlth, taking possession of Batteries 7, 8, 

9, 10, and 11. Said one of the white offi­

cers'in that brigade, "I am now prepared· 

to say that I never, . , saw troops fight 

better, more bravely, and with more deter­

mination." On the other flank of this line, 



Rebel Batteries 3 and 4 also changed hands. 

In this brilliant assault, "Baldy" Smith's men 

had captured more than a mile of the 

Dirrunock Line. As Beauregard later admit­

ted, "Petersburg at that hour was cle-driy at 

the mercy of the Federal commander." 

CONFEDERATEWOR-KS OF DIMMOCK LINE 


CAPTURED ON JUNE 15, 1864. 


(L.C) 

But Smith was feeling anything but 

sanguine. "I ... knew that [Confederate] 

reinforcements had been rushing in to 

Petersburg," he report.ed. "I knew nothing 

of the country in front. My white troops . 

were exhausted.. '.' My colored troops ... 

could barely be kept in order."-Smith 

decided to risk no more and ordered his· 

men to hold their ground. For the soldiers 

who had seen the Rebels flee and who 

now stood within sight of Petersburg. it 

was an unbelievable decision. "I swore 

all night," one of them recalled. "I kicked 

and condemned every general there was 

in the army for the blunder I saw they 

were making." 

Even the arrival at 9:00 P.M. of the 

lead dements of the Second Corps did not 

convince Smith to change his mind.' No 

night attack was considered; instead the 

newly arriving units were sent to replace 

the black troops, and to prepare for an 

assault early the next day, June 16. 

P.G.T. I?eauregard was at his best 

when the outlook was hopeless. l"sing the 

11 	 troops that were 

arriving from 

Bermuda Hundred. 

he' patched together 

a makeshill defen- . 

sive. position, 

. anchored on still . 

unoccupied sections 

of the original . 

D\mIDock fortifica­

tions, 'which were 

now co~cted b)i a 

.lin€ his men had 

feverishly scraped 

. out behind Harrison's Creek. Beauregard 
MAJOR GENERAL. 

.. was aidedin-his·effQrts by-the continuing 
WILLIAM F. SMITH 

ineptitud~of the Unicm high c()mmand. 
.... _.!~A) 

Smith relinquished responsibility to lVtajor == 
General Winfield S. 

Hancock of the 

Second Corps, who 

was suffering from an 

unhealed wound he 

had received at 

'. Gert}:sburg. Hanc0ck 

and Smith· failed to .. 

combine their forces, 

and the Federals. on 

June 16, launched a 

succession of piece­

meal attacks, all of 

which were repulsed. 

On the morning 

of June 17. Beauregard· 

had in his trenches vir­

tually all of the troops 

immediately available 

6 
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VIEW OF THE L:NES to him. His lines were struck at dawn in a 
AT PETERSBURG ON series of well-planned attacks by the 

JUNE 18. ILLU5TRF.TfON 

BY EDWIN FORBES. Federals, who had been steadily reinforced 

'(Le) by more units from the Army of the 
, , 

Potomac:. Two brigades from the Ninth 
,
\. 	 Corps took advantage of a deep ravine and 

a gap in the Confederate lines to 'capture a 

section of Beauregard's position near the 

Shand house. Follow-up actions later in the 

day were less successful, but by nightfall it 

was clear that portions of the Petersburg 

.... line-had been"compromised by the Federal 

advances. June 18 promised to be a day of 

decision, with the overwhelming weight of 

the Union legions certain to swamp­

Beauregard's thinly spread units. 

Beauregard once again rose to the 

mOlpent. In the early morning hoursof 

June 18. he ordered a secret withdrawal to 

a new defensive line much closer to town. 
- . 

\,'hen the confident Yankees sprang to the . 

attack at dawn. they found .empty trenche~. 

There was~confusion and hesitation while 

- reports traveled up the chain of command 

and scouts pushed out to locate the new 

-Rebel positions. Through this unexpected 

maneuver, Beauregard managed to throw 

the Federal military machine OLlt of sync. 

Once more, brigades and regiments lunged 

forward in a haphazard fashion, allowing 

the outnumbered defenders to concentrate 

to meet each in turn successfully. Attempts 

to coordinate a united assault ·made by 

General Meade (who -had been placed in 

overall command in the -field' on June. 16) 

fell apart, and hundreds of Union soldiers 

paid the price. 

In one action this day, nearly 900 

men in the First Maine Heavy Artillery 

charged across an.open field near the Hare 

hOlJ$e, right into the sights of Beauregard's
-, ­

waiting veterans: When the dazed SUf­

_ vivors reeled back after ten minutes in the 

open killing ground, 632 of their comrades 

tay bleeding or dead on that field.~They 

were laid out in squads and companies," 

recollected one horrified onlooker. As the 

GENERAL P.G.T. BEAUREGARD 

-4 
6,. 

.', 



last column of Federals withdrew at the 

end of this day, the leading elements of 

the }\rmy of Northern Virginia entered the 

town. Lee, who reached fl:Ftersburg at 

11:00 A.~I., now recognized that the focus 

of combat had shifted herb. 

Marching at the hea~ of Lee's column 

was the Twelfth Virginia, which included 

the Petersburg Rifles. Private George 

Bernard savored the hometown welcome. 

"The great number of ladies that greeted 

us along the streets made us feel more as 

though we were 'going to participate in 

some festivity," he remembered. 

Four days of desperate fighting had 

cost the Federal armies mOre, than 10,000 . 

casualties !lnd the Confederates,about ' 

4,000. Grant had not taken Pete~sburg and 

,now faced a military siege. Lee had been 

forced into a 'relative,ly static position 

where he had no choice but to stand and 

the Federal line and spread along th~ 

Jerusalem Plank ,Road. Scouting parties 

actually pushed west as far as ~e tracks of 

the Weldon Railroad, and orders were . 

issued for a full-scale advance the next day. 
t 

, . This supply link was too important to 

defend Petersburg and Richmoncl.. ,~~, ______ .._~,sulTender without a fight, so when three 
.... -....-..- ...... --.--, ........--...• - .
..-~, ..... ~--.,--.. -. -.. 

Ironically, Beauregard's victory lost Lee any 

.hope of regaining the tactic~l initiative. 

Another result was that the Federals' 

now had the second of five railroads sup­

plying Petersburg. Before the battle lines 

could harden into formidable earthworks, 

Grant moved to ~apture one more. On June 

21, the SecondCoips, under the still ailing 

Hancock (who would soon be temporarily 

replaced by_ Major General David Birney), 

divisions from the Second Corps moved 

out from the Jerusalem Plank Road on 

June 22, two Confederate divisions were 

sent out from the Pett:rsburg entrench~ 

ments to intercept them. These Yankee 

units were once considered the elite of the 

Army of the Potomac, but the fighting of 

May and June had fallen especially heavilY 

on this corps, ,which had lost so tnany regi­

mental officers and ~ergeants that its' 

supported by the Sixth, moved south along THE RAII.:ROAD AT 

CITY POiNT. 
I 
\

(Le) 

A. R WAUD SKETCH 

OF THE FIRST 

CO~.NECTICUT HEAVY 

ARTILLERV T'>'~ING 

PART !N THE-~.1ID-jUNE 
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AN ILLUSTRATION OF from what was on hand. Perhaps the most 
THE: MINE:. vexing problem solved by Pleasants was 

fSL..) 
the matter of ventilation. Fresh air was 

needed at the tunnel face so Pleasants cre­

ated- a circulating syst<:m by heating and. 

expelling -the bad.air up a chimney shaft 

dug for that purpose and using an eight­

inch-square wooden duct to bring goop air 

in 'along the floor. The passageway the 

. miners created. had an~ average height of 

five feet, with a four-and-a-half-foot-wide 

floor that tapered to two feet at the top. 

By July l':? the tunnel had read1ed 

a point directly beneath the salient-a' 

distance of 511 feet. Work was briefly 

halted while examination was made to 

detern1ine if there was any danger posed 

by Confederate 

countermlnes . 

. Digging sooT! 

resumed, and a pa,ir 

of lateral galleries 

were nlO parallel 

to the enemy line; 

On July 27, the 

Pennsylvanians 

began to pack the 

galleries with four 

tons of gunpowder. 

Events else­

where now influ­

11 

enced this operation. In mid-June Lee 
! . 

had sent one of his affi1Y corps to the 

Shenandoah Valley hoping it could distract 

:)and otheI'vise disrupt Federal plans. In a 
" : move partially designed to prevent Lee 

.-lfrom reinforcing this anny. Grant, on July 

26, ordered the Second Corps of infantry 

and cavalry to the north side of the James, 

crossing it near Deep Bottom. Lee respond­

ed by shifting significant numbers of troops 

. from Petersburg to that sector. The- Federal . 

cominanders on the north side (Hancock 

and Major General Philip H. Sheridan) 

failed to break through, so by July 29 Grant 

- looked for an effort on Burnside's front. 

. While Pleasants's men had been dig­

. ging, _BurnSide had been planning. He bad 

selected ,his yet untested all-black division - . 

to lead the assault, and these men spent 

the hot weeks of July undergoing special 

training. Burnside'S design was for the 
• __._.__ • _ _ •• __ . __• n'_' ._. -'-'-_'. __"...,,~. . 

troops to -advance in three waves; the first 

and second were to secure the trenches on 

either side of the exploded mine, while the 

third would charge directly through the 

PLE:ASANTS SUPE:RVISING THE: AR'RIVAL OF 

POWDE:R. SKE:TCH SY A. R. WAUO. 

(Le). 

QUi 



gap to capture the high ground beyond. 

Then, in a july 28 meeting with Meade. 

Burnside learned that the date for explod­

ing his mine had been set for july .30 and 

that he could not use his black troops as 

intended. Meade did not believe that the 

untried units were up to the task, and he 

worried about the political fallout should 

these regiments take heavy losses. Deeply 

unsettled by Meade's decision, Burnside 

called in the commanders of his three .. 

white divisions and. had them draw lots. 

The' short straw went to his least capable 

division conunander, Brigadier General 

james H. Ledlie. 

.At 3:00 A.M., july 30~ Lieutenant· 

.Colonel Pleasants entered the mine anq lit 

the fuse, which he estimated would .burn 

thirty minutes: Everyone waited in acute 

anticipation as the time passed with no 

explosion, Finally, about 4: 15 A.~:, he sent 

two men into the tunnel to investigate. 

They discovered that the fuse had failed at 

a splice; they relit it and hurried back out 

to daylight. At 4:44 A.:\I. the four ton.s of 

gunpowder went off in a cataclysmic erup­

tion. "The earth seemed to tremble," said 

an Alabama officer, "and the next instant 

there was a report that seemed to deafen 

all nature. Where the redoubt had beenn 

was now a steaming hole about 170 feet 


long, 60 feet wide, and 30 feet deep. 


The white troops. who pad not been 

prepared to lead the assault, yvere stunned 

and slow to recover. By the qme the first 

waves were entering the sm~king crater, 

the equally shaken Confederate defenders 

were beginning to react. Lacking a coher­

ent plan,· Ledlie.'s division failed to secure 

its flanks and was unable to mount a 

drive to the crest. A second white division 

went in on the heels of the first but was 

also unable to generate enough momen­

tum to break through. Rebel ftre from 

the flanks· grew in~ intensity,even~s the 

first of several counterattacks struck the 

head of the Federal colunm. By the time 

- the black. troops were committed it was 

too late. The white units had IOstall 

cohesion; the Confederates had sealed 

. the penetration and were actively· 

redUCing the pocket. The Crater became 

the scene of bitter hand-to-hand' . 

fighting, and many of the black troops 

met a horrible faie. ;'Bur linle:quartt?r 

. was shown them." Private Bernard:: . 

recalled. "My heart ~ickened at d~~s 
I saw done." 

At 4:44 .·I..I/. 

tbe.!cJI( r lOllS 

c{gUllpull'dcr 

ll'(:!11 t (4l ill ({ 

cat{/c~rs/JZ ic 

eruptioll. "The 

eat1b seemed 
to tremble . .. 

said an 

. Alabanza oJJ1'­
cer, "ami the 
next illstallt 

tbere /l'ClS CI 

n.p011 that 
seemed' to 

'. deafen (J1l 

/lCitHre. " 

WAUD'S DRAWING OF 

. T·HE EXPLosiON OF THE 

MINE UNDER TH:;:· 

CONFEDERATE 80RKS.. 

JULY 30,1864. 

(Le) 



THE JfI.\E 
In one of the most 
remarkable military 
engineering feats of 
the Civil War, Union 
troops (most~y 
Pennsylvania coal 
miners) dig a 500­
foot tunnel and 
explode four tons of 
gunpowder t,tnder 
the Confederate line. 
The ensuing assault 

, by Union Maj. 
Gen. Ambrose E. 
Burnside's Ninth 
Corps is a bloody 
ftaSco. Black troops 
trained for the opera­
tion are replaced at 
the iast minute by 
untested white troops 
who do not know the 
plan. Their failure to 
break the line and 
secure the high 
ground beyond, 
coupled with 
fierce Confederate ,,' 
counterattacks, spells 
the doom of tbis 
ambitious attempt to 

. capture PeterSburg. 
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'l~ / 
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1 mile It 
Orders to withdraw were issued.by 

midday, but for many it was too late. 

Nearly 4,000 Federals were lost in the " 

operation, while the Confederates paid": 

with 1,600 of their own to regain theposi­
" , 

tion. In the" recriminations that follow"ed, 

Burnside and Ledlie (who was likely dru~"'" 

throughout the action) were relieved of~: 
their commands, and three "'bther offlcers ' 

13 

were censured. Of this operation U. s. 

Grant later reflected, "It was the saddest 


affair I have witnessed in the war." , 


Many of the wounded brought off 

"the field came to one of the field hospitals 

that had been established at -city Point. A. 

once thriving ri','er port that was well in 

decline when it was occupied by Federal 

troops" in early May, City Point had become" 

http:issued.by


the logistical hub for all operations against 


Petersburg and Richmond. A Federal offi­


cer who viewed the busy scene described 


it: "Steamboats and sailing vessels. trans­


ports and lighters of aU kinds, encumbered 


the river near the improvised wharves on 


which they were still working. . . . The 


river bank, rising up high, had been 


cleared and levelled, so as to make room 


for storehouses for supplies, and for a sta­


tion for the railroad. All this had sprung 


out of the earth as if by magic, in less than 


a month." City Point itself soon became 


crowded with barracks, stables, repair 


shops, a huge bakery, numerous s\.!tler's Grant had just returned to City Point 	 UNION ADVANCE INTO 

THE CRATER AFTER THE 
stores, and even a ppson for Union troops from a trip north, where he had organized 

_EXPLOSION OF THE ' \' .
known as the Bull Pen. .' the Un}on forces confront~g the. corps Lee MINE, JULY 30,1864. 

DRAWING BY A. R. WAUD.·'This activity made City Point a tempt­ had sent into the Shenandoah VaUey in 
. 	 , ' 

'ing target. A sortie by warships of the C.S. June. General Sheridan, a Grant favorite, 
(LC) 


James River fleet was attempted on January had been placed in command there and 

, ,.' ­

23, 1865, but the Rebel bOats were unable was getting organized. To buy him some 


to pass sunken obstructions and never time, and to prevent Lee from sending 

.' ~,,-.---... - .- .- .... - .-.,".'.- -..... ­

made it within cannon shot of the place, A ~ore men against Sheridan, Grant ordered 


far more successful blow was delivered on .. another expedition to Deep Bottom on 


August 9, 1864, when a Confederate opera­ August 14-. Four days of fighting proved no 


rive named John Maxwell planted a time more conclusive than the First Deep 


bomb (which he called a "horological tor- Bottom operation. But Lee had once again 

, 	 ­

pedo") aboard a muni,tions barge docked ' . reacted by transferring troops fro~ 

near the shore. The resulting explosion Petersburg to Richmond, so Grant believed 

, destroyed several large buikiings, ,180 feet that in'opportunity now existed to wreck 

of wharf, two million 
~~ 

dollars of munitions 

and supplies, and . 

killed more than forty 

workers. The blast 

rained potentially 

lethal debris all across 

City Point, including 

U. S. Grant's head­

quarters. Grant was 

uninjured, but one 

staff officer was struck 

and an orderly killed. 

CON-FEqERATE TRQOPS 

ocCUpy THE CRATER OF :. 

THE MINE AFTER THE 

. JULY 30 ATTACK. ./' 
. ...... 

(I.C) 
'. 

., 
6,14 



With Lee gone to the north side, 

responsibility for defending Petersburg lay 

with General Beauregard. Confederate 

; scouts delivered the faulty intelligence that 
!; 

only a small enemy force was involved, 

so Beauregard told Lieutenant General 

A. P. Hill to send two infantry brigades 

to eviL' the interlopers. 

The two brigades, moving south 

along the Halifax Road, struck Warren's 

two security divisions at 3:00 P.M. A couple 

of Yankee brigades that had advanced. 

ahead of the rest were caught off guard 

and routed, but the remaining units came 

up in good order, forcing the Rebels to 

pull back. Beauregard had scored a tactical 

. 	 COA'L AND ORDNANCE' success bOt had Tailed in his strategi~, 


WHARVES AT 

obJective- t9 drive the enemya-way. That he 

CITY P'OINT, 

(LC) 	
would make another attempt to do so was 

MiN 4 4& K. Warren, oUt to do the job. ' ,a foregone conclusion. In the prophetic 

"The men give out fearfully in the words of a Massachusetts officer, "It is· 

sun," Warren reported, but hi.§J()Yr...91Yi~LQ..l!s__ . __ JoJJ.ctli..ng.a,Jiger'.s...cubs1o.geLon that road!" 

-nearly .20,000 men-reached the railroad A distinct difference of attitude sepa­
..._. 	 . ""~. ~. 

near the Globe Tavern around 11:00 A.M. rated General Warren from General Grant. 

, The Federal general detailed two divisions . Warren thought only of defending his posi­

to move a short distance toward Petersburg tion. "I think ... it will be safe to tmst me 

along the Halifa.x Road for security, while to hold on to the railroad," he assured 

'other troops began to tear up the tracks. army headquarters on the morning of 

the Weldon Railroad. Early on .the morning 

of August 18, he se£?tthe Fifth Corps,' . 

commanded by r."lajor General Gouverneur 

'WAUD'S ILLUSTR';TION 

:.= T~E E,(P';...OStO~.J 

AT CITY POINT 

ON AUGUST 9, 

(LC) . 



August 19. Twelve hours earlier, Grant 

gave expression to his aggressive intent 

when he informed Meade, "Tell Warren if 

the enemy comes out and attacks him in 

the morning, not to hesitate . . . but to 

follow him up to the last." 

Brigadier General William Mahone, struck 

at Warren's right flank at about 5:00 P.M., it 

overran a portion of the Federal line in a 

sharp little fight. Private Bernard remem­

bered it as "the warmest place [wel were 

ever in. being subjected to fire from the 

The fact was that on the morning of 
.-.-----..--•..-.,-.-..~-..--.... ,-..--- .. 

August 19 a gap of nearly a mile lay 

between \X'arren's men and the nearest 

friendly units of the Ninth Corps. Efforts 

were made throughout the morning to 

c10I'"e the· distance even as reinforcements 

marched toward Globe Tavern. Also, by 

this time \X'arren's mission· objective had 

been changed. No long~r w~is he to ",:reck 

the tracks .lncl return; instead. he was to 

maintain his position so tha~ the siege Jines 

might be extended to hinj ... 

The Confederates under Beauregard 

were not idle this morning either. Another 

sortie was necessary, so a five-brigade 

attack force was organized. Two of the 

brigades would again move down the 

Halifax Road. \\hile the remaining three 

would hit the right flank of :Warren's line, 

It took all morning and most of the after­

noon to get these troops into position, but 

when [he flanking force, commanded by 

front, right flank, & rear all at the same 

time." It was far worse for the Yankees. 

.. -Two' veteran-Pennsylvania' reginlents were 

scooped up early in the fight, ancl wben 

the two Southern brigades' coming along 

the Halifax Road joined in, Warren's entire 

position seemed in jeopardy. 

TIoiE GLOBE TAVERN ON 

THE.WELDON RAILROAD. 

WITH THE MILITARY 

RAILROAD IN THE FORE­

GROUND. 

(Le) 

GENERAL WARREN'S 

MEN FORTIFY THE LLNES 

ON THE 'WELDON 

RAILROAD. 

INA) 

= 

. .~~!,'~:.~~f 
.~.!'--~ ~.~. ~~~'" 

. -.:...- .... 
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Once more, however, 

the Confederates attacked 

too late in the clay with too 

little. And as the Rebel 

operation began to lose 

momentum, Union rein­

forcements appeared on 

the scene. Beauregard's 

men again retired into 

Petersburg after dark. They 

had whipped the enemy, 

but the Union flag still flew 

over Globe Tavern. 

Both sides scrambled 

to secure the advantage on 

August 20. Warren now 

MAJOR GENERAL 

WILLIAM MAHONE 

INPS) .. 

, 
, 

SOLDIERS D,.:;'::;'!~.. G 

EARTH'~~'ORKS ..... EAR 

W"'RREN ST"'T':::" ON 

THE U.S. M.:.- T"'-PY 

RAIL"OAD. 

INA) 

had two Ninth Corpsdivisions toaugment 

his battered corps. He was a genius at 

. defensive fighting and kept his men busy 

throughout the day improving their posi­

tionand tightening his defensive perim:~ter. 

He was able to accomplish these tasks 

because no attack came from ,Petersburg. It 

. took Ibnger than Beauregard had'imagined 

possible to Pllt together a c.orps-sized ~at­

tle group, and it was clark before every­

thing was ready. 

Beauregard's attack on August 21 

was a reverse image of the August 19 

action. Another force pushed down along 

the Halifax Road, "ihile this time the sec­

ond group wheeled around seeking 

Warren's left flank. l!:nlike August 19, how­

ever, the FederJ.l gerteral and his men were. 

prepared for the Re~el battle lines. "Fire ., 
low!" Warren urged his troops. "Low! Low!" 

The Confederates attacked fiercely but 

were repulsed at every point. Robert E. Lee 

appeared on the field as the last attacking 

wave ebbed back, too late to affect the. 

outcome . 

. The Federal lodgment on the Weldon' 

Railroad was quickly made part of the 

larger trench system. Union casualties were 

.about 4,300 to 2,300 Confederates. Lee had 

lost one of his f~w remaining supply lines 
. . 

and now had only a single' rail ~oute and a , 
roundabout road system to 

" 

keep his men 

fed. It was a serious strategic setback. 

Petersburg was becoming far more difficult 

to defend, but its fate was linked to 

Richmond's, and the Confedemte capital 

had to be held. 

Now that he controlled the Weld.on 

Railroad near Petersburg, Grant was deter­

mined, as he said, "to thoroughly destroy 

it as far south as possible:" With both the 

Fifth and Ninth Corps busy fortifying 



o 1 mile 

Beauregard 

around Globe Tavern, Grant look~d for 

troops to do the ~recld~~ i<:>b. He settled 

on Hancock's Second Corps, just returne~ 

from the second.Dee·p- :i3ott6~-expedition:' 

It was an opportunistic selection that 

would have tragic consequences. The 

Second Corps was seriously worn out by 

its recentfi.ghting north of the James. 

Nevert!1eless. by midday, August 22, the 

first o(Hancock's: u~its-were moving· 

s~uthward along the tracks. tearing them 

.up as they went. 

At first Robert E. Lee thought it was 

possible only to harass this force with'his 

cavalry, but a report from the able Major 

General Wade Hampton suggested that the 

Federal raiders were isolated and vulnera­

ble to attack. Lee pondered the risks and 

finally agreed. wte it1lheafternoonof 

Al..lgust 24, ~ight inf<\ntry brigades moved 

out of town on a sot.lthwest course. Once 
~'. 

clear of the Globe'?ravern lines, these sol­

diers--pressed east to ~Hnk- up with 

., 

Fort~ 
Davis 

, 

Hamptonis two cavalry divisions. The cbm- . 

bined force was commanded by A. P. Hill. 

__ --'Onj\l!g~s~}5_this.~~~t1e_~roup 

--caughfHaIlcock's fWo divlsions-Clirled up 

in a kidne:y-shaped earthwork near Reams' 

Station, about five miles below Globe 

Tavern. The Unionists beat back the first 

Confederate assaults, but then a pani.c took 

hold of several of Hancock's regiments due 

Sf PPL}' I.!.\l;' FIGHT 

On August 18. 
Union Ma}. Gen. 
GOlll'eneUr K. 
Warren and his FiJth 
Corps move out from 
entrenched lines east 
ofPetersburg to 
strike at one of the 
two still operating 
rail ~J'stems hringing 
supplies into the city. 
Warren holds his 

position in the face . 
.ofsharpcounterat- . 
tacks on Augu.st 18 
and 19. Reinforced 
by elements ofthe . 
Ninth Corps, he 
turns back the major 
Corifederate effort 
to dislo~ge him on . 

. August 21. The 
Federal entrenched' 
line is now e."Ctended 
to thIS point. 

WAUD'S SKETCH OF . 

THE FIFTH CORPS IN 

R I 'LE PITS. 

II-C) 

Ea~lUh1~~j;ir~ 
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to the Confeperate's attack. and the posi­

tion began t£ collapse. Private Bernard 

never forgot the sight as he :lpproached the 

enemy e:lrthVltorks of seeing ';hundreds of ., 
Yankees, mosi of whom were coming in as 

j . 
prisoners, whpst the remainder were mov­

ing up the ditch & getting away." For a 

while everything was chaos. until fin:llly the 

battered Federals regrouped long enough 

to retreat. The clay ended in a complete 

SoutheI:l1 victory, with Union losses 6f . 
. . 

about 2,600 to Hill's 720~ Hancock, who felt' 

that his men had received inadequate sup­

port from the rest of the anny, was bitter. 


"We ought to have whipped them," he said. 


Confede~te morale receiv~d abig bOost. 


"J never saw men so much elated by any 


fight," declared a North Carolina man.: 


WI NSLOW HOMER 

PAI~nING TITLED 

DEFIANCE: INVITING A 

SHOT BEFORE 

PETERSBURG, VA, 

1864. A CONFEDERATE 

SOLDI ER DARES 

THE FEDERAL 

.SHARPSHOOTERS. 

ICOURTE!OY OF THE DETROIT 
INSTITUTE OF THE ARTS) 

The dull but deadly rhythm of trench 

warfare picked up' again as both sides 

adjusted to the Federal gains. Beyond the 

flanks of these'~ntrenchmenrs, scouting 

parties prowlecf and clashed in a small but 

sometimes brutal series of mostly 

unrecorded engag~ments. One by-product 

of this activity wa~:rililitary intelligence 
.~ 

regarding the enetny·sdispositiOns. On 
. , . 

'Sep'tember 5, a·Cord'eclerate SCOla named 

19 

George D. Shadburne reported that the 

Federals had gathered a herd of 3,000 cat­

tle at Coggins' Point, a few miles east of 

City Point. Just two days earlier, Robert E. 

Lee had suggested to Wade Hampton that 

the enemy's rear was "open to attack." 

Prodded by Lee's hint, and anned with 

Shadburne's report, Hampton now suggest­

ed a deep penetration cavalry raid to rustle 

the Yankee beef. 

Lee a pproved and on the morning of 

September 14, the cavalryman led four 

brigades plus detachments from two more 

(about 4,000 men) out from Petersburg on 

a looping course that brought them in 

behind the Federal trenches. Hampton's 

move caught tile Union security f~rces too 

dispersed to meet such a concentrated 

strike. So, when the Rebels burst out of the 

morning gloom on September 16, they 

were able to corral the cattle and hustle 

them back the way they had come, The 

return trip wasn't without some excitement 

as elements of the poorly organized 

Federal pursuit did make contact, but on . 

Septembt!r 17 Hampton proudly reported 

his achievement to Lee. A total of 2,486 

cattle and 300 prisoners had been taken at 

a cost of 10 men killed. 47 wounded. and 

1missing. Th,e animals soon disappeared 

into the maw of the .Confeclt:;rate conmlis~ 

. sary,. and for the ·next few weeks Federal 

. pickets had to .endure a new taunt: "Hello! 

Yanks! Want any fresh beef:''' 

None of these setbacks long deterred 


Grant from' pursuing his larger strategic 


goals. In the Deep SOllth. Sherman occu­


pied Atlanta on September 2. while in the 


Shenandoah Valley, Sheridan won victories 


. at Opequon Creek (September 19) and 

Fisher's Hill (September 22). Determined to 

keep pressing Lee, Grant planned a new 

Federal movement at Petersburg to cut the 
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Boydton Plank Road and the South Side . 

Railroad. General Butler argued for a coop­

erative strike north of the James against 

Richmond's defenses along New Market 

Heights-and near Chafftn's Biuff. Grant 

approveo this-amplification of his 

Petersburg operation and, on September . 

29, Butler's soldiers began crossing near 

Deep Bottom and at Aiken's Landing. 

Moving along a more westerly axis 

than that taken by the two Deep Bottom 

expeditions, Butler's men stonned and cap­

tured the Confederate bastion of Fort 

Harrison. Unfortunately, some key officers 

fell in that assault, and Butler's men \wre 

'. -_ not able to exploit their partial break­

through. A Confederate counterattack. 

personally organized by Robert E. Lee 

the following day, failed 

to dislodge the invaders, 

who had now established 

a direct threat to the' 

es. capital. 

- On the very day that 

Lee.'at~empted to retake 

Fort Harrison, a Federal 

force consisting of the Fifth 

Corps an.d two divisions 

from thi. Ninth (all under 
.( 

Genera! Warren) was mov­

ing 'south of Petersburg. Its . 

goal was to push west from around Globe 

Tavern to reach the Boydton Plank Road.' 

Justone serviceable trail led hthat direc­

tion, and the long Federal column wa~ . 

slow in its passage. When the leading ele- . 

ments emerged into the open n<;ar Poplar 

Spring Church, only a small detachment of 

Rebel cavalry; faced them in slight earth­

works thrown up at Peebles farin. It took 

cautious General Warren some time to set 

lip his attack which, when it wenr forward 

at about 1 :00 P.M., swept everything before 

it. Warren then halted to regroup his units 

and consolidate his newly won position. 

These delays allowed A.P. Hill, com­

mandi~g in Petersburg ""'hile Lee was .on 

the nor:th side (Beauregard had left for 

Charleston on Septernher· 20 and would 

RAJD. SEPTEMBER 16. 
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\fbi/I! tbe Army ofthe 
james strikes General 
Robert E. Lee s defens­

1 mile 

es near Richmond, V 
and IX Corps troops 
under Gen. Warren 
(operating from the 
extreme Union left 
flank along the 
Weldon Railroad) 
move toward the 
BoydtC?n Plank Road. 

' 

~ 

! o.P.".", '!!'l' 
i • 
< 
~ 

....' ....... 

After overcoming a 
thin defensive screen 
near Peebles Farm 
(action shown here), 
Wan-en s men are 
stopped before reach­
ing the road by C.S. 
reserves coming out 
ofPetersburg. The .' 
end result is another 
extension ofihe 
Union entrenchments 
to that point, increas­
ing the stranglehold . 
On the Cockcade City. 

.411l0ug tbe 

l110st J'(!JJlll rl",­

([hIe {[s/Jec:t.\' l!l 
lbe gl~()ll'i II,!!. 

, , { '11 iUJ/ sie~e- . -. ( 

lines [{'C!re lhL' 

. quallti(r Gild 

dj[,L'rsi~1' (!l tbe 

.1111-1-, C(Jllslnll·t­

et! {/ tu II,!.!, 1be!Ill. 

not retUrn), to dispatch a'division-sized 

counterforce that marched down the 

Boydton Plank Road and took up a block­

ing position along some trenches that, had ' 

been dug paC?-lIel to it. By the time Warren 

finally ordered a cQnt~uation of his 

~dvance toward the plank road, tJ:lere were 

, veteran Southern infantry in position. The ' 

fig~ting that followed swirled across 'the 

. fields of riearby Jones's farm in a tumble of 

':di~~otmected actions that' tina.1ly stop~d 
the Federals short, of thei~ goals; , ­

, Both sides paused. In a pattern fanlil­

. iar from the fight along the, Weldon 


Railroad, Warren labored to erect strong 


defensive v.lorks, while the Confederates 


planned an attack. The battle that took ' 


place on October 1 ~\'as as brutal and as 


fiercely contes.ted as, any in the Petersburg 


" campaign, With mixed results. The Union 

forces (which suffered nearly 3,000 casual­

ties) had cut neither the Boydton Plank 

Road n9r, the South Side Railroad but had 

~, 

secured another sector'in the growing 

encirclement of Petersburg, stretching Lee's 

lines a distance of 30 miles. The 

Confederates (whose losses in these 

actions were about 1,300) had' prevented a' 

major Yankee breakthrough, but they had 

relinquished some important secondary 

road j!lnctions around Peebles farm." -. 

Probing attacks in the week that ~oll.owed 

merely affirmed .the n'ew l'iruati~n. 
Among the most remarkable ,aspects 

, of the ,growing Union siege lines were the 

quaotlty and diversity of the forts con-:: 

structed along them. By the spring of 1865 

Federal engineers had built thirty-one at 

Petersburg, with ten more at City Point. 

Most were named for officers killed in 

action. Radiating out from the forts. in a 

seemingly aimless pattern, wer~ the breast~ 

works. Protecting both was an 'inventory­

of exotically named military implements, 

including chevaux-de-frise, gabions, and 

abatis. (There were actually twb Union 



~iin~: the ~front" line faced 

Petersburg; the other, the, "reverse" line, 

was a .short distance behind the first and 

pointed. in the opposite directi9n. Its 

function was to protect the rear of the 

front line.) 

There was no !itandard fort blueprint; 

indeed, it seemed that ~e construction 

teams were determined that no two would 

look alike. The largest Cfmished in March 

1865) was Fort Fisher, which covered an 

area of fiv~ acres; certainly one of the most 

'intere~t~ng was Fort Stevenson, which was 

, 'built on dle reverse line in a distinctive 

~inver~ Wshape., S~me forts became 

better known than others. Fort Sedgwick, 

located where the front siege ,line met 
, " 

the)erusaleni Plank Road, was the one, 

perhaps rilOst remembered by the Union' 

veterans. Its close proximity to the 

Confederate batteries made it a prominent 

target. According to a ~ew York soldier, 

. Fort Sedgwick became known as Fort Hell 

because "it was nearer.the rebel lines. and 

the'refore was subjected to the honest fire." 

A gunner who served there wrote, "I 

expend abollt 100 rounds of ammunition 

everY ~y. and the pickets and sharpshoot­

ers pour in such a continuous storm of 

A DEAD CONFEDERATE 

. SOLDIER LIES IN A 

TRENCH SURROUNDED 

BY CHEVAlJX-DE-FRISE. 

(LCI 

bullets iliat the said fort is anything but an 
. .. 

afeea?le place.': .' , 

" One hard-to-miss _~rget for ~e .union, . 

gunners in ilie forts and in dle forty-two 
. , . ­

ba~ery positions located in b7tWeen them' 

was Petersburg itself. The city's eastern 

district suffer~d ilie worst ~mage, an~ 
many of ilie more' than 500 buildings hit 

by Yankee shells were located east of 

Sycamore Street. The threat of fire was 

constant. Soon after dle s'iege, be~an, . A BOMBPROOF SHELTER 

PARTIALLY MAD·E'FROM
Petersburg'S COmInon Council organizeq 

GABIONS. 

an auXiliaf}i fire brigade. to assist the 
(LCI 

&~1llI2Ht___IIl,eIlSRli!em;overburdened regular units. Adding to the' 

, ".,1:' . 



it does not secure the prize, will put us 
" 

where the end will be insight," Grant told 

his wife, Julia. in mid-October. This plan 

came from General Meade, who was an.'\{­
!j 

ious to silence several Northern newspa­
j - ­

pers crit~al of his leadership. 

The movement (to be complemented 

by a diversionary attack north of the 

James), involved the Second, Fifth, and 

Ninth Corps and a cavalry division in a­

, broad-front sweep around Lee's' right flank. ­

_The Ninth would press the Confederate 

UNION FT. MORTON danger was the habit of Federal can­ line~ . opposite Peebles farm and, it was 
OPPOSITE THE CRATER. noneers to concentrate their aim on burn­ hoped, force a breakthrough. Moving to 

(LCI 
ing structures so that . attempts to put out the left of them was the Fifth Corps, 

illll 
the blaze would be met with what one . ,which was to support.the ~inth if it was' - .'. . . . '. 
ftreftghter described as a "perfect storm of successful and .lend aSsistance to the 

shot and shell.' SeCond if it ~ not: The hardest task in 

There were oIIiinous portents that the . the entire operation had been given once 

winter of 1864 would be a. harsh one for' • more to Hancock's men.-·They were to' 
. Tbere.il'ere Petersburg's residents. Heating fuel was in march well to the south before tUrning 
oIII illOUS por- " Sliolt"Supply, fOod prices were going up, west, and after crossing a lower section of 
tellts that tbe and the crime rate was increasing.' "Never Hatcher's Run (well beyond Lee's flank), . 
l{'inter 0/1864 were robberies so f~equent in this commu­ they would n;tove on tp the Boydton Plank 
[l'ollid be a nity and suburbs, n declared the Petersburg Road, and from there strike for the South 
hm-s,b one/or Express. Adding to the distress was the Side Railroad. The cavalry was to screen 

Pete/:..bz {/~!{~' 
 . presence o! refugee families, many wit!t no. H~cock's advance and protect his le~ 
residellts,' . local ties. The city did. what 'it could, but . flarlk. On O¢tober 26. Grant wrote to 
HenIiIll.!, .Iiwi -too-.oft~n need surpassed resources. One 
[('(/S ill ·sbOlt AN INTERIOR VIEW- OF "FORT'HELL,"

. _ visitor never forgot the sight C?f ':poor 
FT. SEDGWICK.

SIiPP(l'. /cwd . v:;.omen: and childr~n compelled to go' 
. (LCIprices li'(!re among the soJai~rs aild beg for bread - iIZ 

, goillg liP. .­
.to eat." 

alld tbe crime Before the winter 
rlllL' [l'aS weather shut down 
illcre(fsillg. active' operations for the 


season, however, there 


was another Union 


effort to cut the remain­


ingroad and rail supply 


rolltes, "I think it cannot 


be .long now before 'the 


tug will come which, if 



At about 1:30p.M;, while Hancock 

was preparing.'for the next phase of his 

advance, Grant, Meade; and their staffs 

amved. Grant undertook a personal" recon-

PETERSBURG WAS PERI- , 


ODICALLY BOMBARDED 


BY FEDERAL ARTILLERY, 


(seW) 

Julia, "TO-morrow a 'great battle will 


probably be fought." 


It was well before dawn, October '),,7, 

, " 

:.vhen the Union forces went into motion. 


Th~ Ninth Corps developed ¢e en~y line '-na~nce of_the enemy's line behino _ " 


but was unable to fmd a weak, pOint. This,' ' Hatcher's Run and concl~ded that-a break­


left the prime respoFlSibiliry on the_ shoul­ th~ugh would n"ot be possible, ~till'boP"' ' 


ders of Hancock and the Second Corps, -ing to punish ~e Rebels, Gra~t"issued " 


whi~h had a hard, march along a sif:l8le instructionS fdr Hancock to hold his posi­
. ," 

road that was barely passable in places; tion until noon the next day Win hope of 


Despite stubborn delaying actions by Rebel 


outposts at several stream crossings, 


Hancock's me,n reached the Bordt(:>n Plank 


Road shortly after 10:30 A.M. TIley Cllt it 


, near its intersection with the 'White Oak 

, R()ad, a short distance below Burgess' Mill 

and its associated niill pond. 

Up to, this' point, HurtcOc){'s ~nl~: 

opposition had co~e from Wade 

Hampton's cav~lry, btlt c<>.cl"fonting I}im ~t 
Burgess' Mill, ~'as aHne of infantry and 

artillery posted' across Hatcher's ~un and 

coverjng the Boydton Plank Road bridge: 

Every passing second meant more defend­

'ers were on their way from Petersburg. HOSPITAL ATTENDENTS 


HELP THE WOUNDED
~ccording to the original plan. Warren was, 
NEAR HATCHER."S RUN, 

supposed to support Hancock. but his 
(Le) 

route led him ~to ~, nearly impenetrable 
, ' 

underbrush. In.a very short (jm~ his units "Hampton's cavalry pushed east :!Iong the 
became lost, confused, and unavailable to , White Oak Road ""hile another portion of 

Hancock. ' it came up ~he ~ydton Plank Road from 

inviting ail attack. - Grant and Meade left 

Hancock about 4:00 P.:'!' 

Thirty minutes later the Confedemtes' 

did attack from three directions. Some of 



Plank Road and the ,~, N I '~'~~J~ 

\ 

• 

, 
( 

Clem."a 

South Side Railroad Hampton '"!'!': 
(Cavalry) ...... Hancock E9~n ~ '- g~' :......"p. 1./by pressing and out­II Corps _ ((,. ,V) ~ I 

jlanking Lee s extreme 
/ Matt i~ ~ '/.. ) ,- GnHieright. Efforts by the IX 


and V Corpsfail. Maj. ~ ~'I" ~ 'i!, ~~ "~..~:/"~ ) l' . \ 

Gen. Winfield S. 	 '. Ke"'"~regg .~." ~;~" (r " ". ') .... ".. 

A ,,"uo,>].\C; nIl: 

CfNCLE j""~"~~l~ HethIn an attempt to 
encircle Petersburg . ',,/ 
from the sOllth, Grant 	 Burg...' .!fur Ii:.......
. ~/ "'-,orders three corps to -.~" \,
cut the Boyd~on 

Hancock's II Corps o (Cavalry) ~~" 
reaches the plank 
road but is caught in " Dav,e~ RDilf9 S.milh..'j" / 

converging attacks by 
Confederate cavalry 

" and infantry (shown 
" 	here). Following an 

afternoon offierce" 
fighting, Hancock 
retre{Jted after dark, 
leaving many ofhis 
wounded in 
Confederate hands.. . 

• \. 	 , •~ 
~ 

"\ - \ 
W.H.F. Lee :!§i ~ ...~ 
(Cavalry) ." . "' r [, 

.~ 

'67fJ: 
\ 

:A:'drrero -'...... 

. I Parke'r---:' . 
~WiIlCOX6n: fCc~s 
,. Watk/III \ 

'".. '.. warren"". ~l., 
"'.. . \ VCorps A!" 

) 


This btutle is 
ulsC) known as 
the/irsl l
Hatcher's RUII '\ 
ur thejirsl 
BOw/Ion Plank 1ROad. 

I 

r~ 
C", ra.wrord (..-'. 

. ,lnmlTt1ng's MUJ 

-~--.--J........J 

" the south, pressing Hancock's rear guard. 

A force of Confederate infantry led by 

General Mahone sVlept down across 

Hatcher's Run and flanked one Union 

brigade. This time Hancock's men stood 

their ground and beat off each attack, 

though they paid a heavy price for doing 

so. 'When night fell, Hancock decided to 

. withdraw along the miserable road his 

men ~ad used"coming alit, but a lack of " 

ambulances meant that many, of the most 

seriously ifljured would be left behind, The 

morning of October" 28 found the " 

Confederates" in possession o~ a battlefield 

Jittered with military debris and Yankee" 

wounded. Private Bernard, whose regiment 

fought here, concluded that the "enemy" 

must have suffered heavily, qs they with­

drew their troops from the Plank Road," 

This time there was no extension of 

the Union trenches to mitigate the loss of 

nearly 1,800 men. The Confedera!es could 

claim 'a victory. though their cost "was ~lso 

) ­_""l 

high,about 1,300 men. Among them were 

two of Wade Hampton's sons, one killed, 

the other seriously wounded. Never again 

would this grieving father allow any of his 

children to serve with him, This combat 

operation was also- the last for Winfield S, 

Hancock in the Army of the Potomac. 

:r.he much respected officer would step 

down on Thanksgiving Day to accept 

a reassignment. 

Hardlr had the soldiers returned 

to their Cail1PS wben they alI:-:-Yank and 

Reb--became caught up in one of the 

most important events of the war,the 1864 

presideritial election, George B. McClellan, " 

who once conunanded the Army of the 

. Potomac, headed the peace-oriented 

Democratic ticket that hoped to oust the 

Lincoln administration, For Southerners the' 

outcome was seen as a baromete~ of their 

hopes for independence, "A great re\'olu­

tion of feeble sentiment is in rapiddevel­

opment in the North," George Bernard 



wrote in his diary, "looking to a suspen­

sion of hostilities. God gf'.lnt the mm'ement 

may result in peace." In a letter written on 

November 7, a soldier in a Pennsyh'ania 

regiment summarized the attitudes 

expressed by Confederate deserters. -They 

say if Abe is re-elected they will soon give 

up, but if McClellan is elected they ha\'e J 
the hopes of getting a convention of the 

) 	 states then they will get it fLxed up some 

way that it will be honorable to them: 

For the flrst t~le, troops in the field 

would be voting and almost everyone had . 

an opinion. "McClellan was our first com­

mander, and, as such, he was worshipp~d 

by his soldiers,"' declared a Maine pri~·ate. 

,'Countered a Ne'w Yorker, . "As for McClellan 

I don't think I shall let my love for the sol-

GRANT, WIFE JULIA. AND SON JESSE 

PHOTOGRApHED AT CITY POINT. 
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aw, 

dier do injury to my principles as a man." 

The troopers in one cavalry regiment told 

of an incident at this time: "Two of our 

pickets were captured . . . and on being 

asked who they would vote for. replying 

that they were McClellan men, they were 

promptly released by the rebel scoundrels. 

and allowed to poll their votes at liberty." 

At Grant's headquarters, staff offlcers 

and aides tldgeted uncomfortably on elec­

tion night as Grant read the retums aloud 

as fast as they were telegraphed to him. 

Eachtirne he solemnly announced that 

McClellan was leading. Only after midnight 

did he confess to his lit~le joke: he had 

been reversing the COllOt. The soldier vote 

y,ras 4 to 1 for "Old Ahe- and contrihuted 

'to his popular plurallry of· 2,20:'.8.11 to 

N.'cClellan's 1,797,019. 'SUlJl;ning lip the 

results to a friend, Grantsaid, "It will be. 

worth more than a victory in the field bOth 

in its effect on the Rel~ls and in its influ­

ence abroad." 

As the we:lther turned colder and the 
. 	 .. 

prospects of further C1Il1[Xligning began [0 

diminish for the year. life on the Petersburg 

front took on a different rhythm. "Dull. 

duller, dullest; nothing can exceed the 

monotony of camp-Iife;- complained a 

, New York soldier. "We reacl, we look after 

. .21) 
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AFRICAN-AMERICANS 
AT PETERSBURG 

t the beginning of the 
~Civil War, Virginia had a 

;-! 'slave population of about" 
~.: 

491,000 and a free black popu­
lation of almost 58.000, About 
half of Petersburg's 18,266 resi­
dents were black, of which 
3,164 were free, Petersburg was 
considered to have the largest 
number of free blacks of any 
Southern city at that time, Many 

.of the freedmen prosJX!red· 
here as baroers,. blackSmiths, 

. boatmen, draymen, livery stable 
'. keepers, and caterers, There 

were also those who owried 
considerable property, particu­
larly in the communities of 
Blandford and Pocahontas. 

Serving the Confederacy 
When Petersbu,rg became 

a major supply center for the 
newly formed Confederacy and 

. its .nearby capital in Richmond, 
both freedmen and,slaves were 
employed in various war func­
tions, More than 850 slaves and 

BLACK TROOPS OE. --_. free blacks worked for the 
THE FOURTH numerous railroad companies 

. DIVISION WITHIN that operated in and out of the 
UNION.·LlNES·AT city. In the latter part of 1862, . 

PETERSBURG AFTER when a ten-mile-long defense ' 
THE CRATER, line was begun around 

(Le) Peters~urg, Captain .Charles H, 
WI Dimmock used both freedmen 

and slave labor to construct the 
trenches and batteries, In the 
many hospitals that sprang up 
in the city, blacks served as 
,nurses and servants, 

Once the Siege began in 
June 1864. African-Americans 
continued working for the 
ConfederJCY, In September 
1864, General Lee asked for an 
additional 2,000 blacks to be 
added to his labor force, In 
March IB65,'with the serious 
loss of white manpower in the 
army, the Southern army 
called for 40,000 slaves to 
become an armed force in the 
Confederacy. A notice in..the 
April 1, 1865, PeterSburg Daily 
Express called for black 
recruits with the statement, '''To 
the slaves is offered freedom 
and undisturbed residenc:e ' 
at their old homes in the 
Confeder.icy after the war, Not' 
the freeddm of sufferance, but 

. honorable and selfWon by the 
gallantry and devotion which 
grateful countrymen will never 
cease to remember and 
reward,· It is not known how 
many responded to this chal­
lenge. The war ended before 
any major contribution could 
be made, 

Serving the Union: 
U,S, Colored Troops in the 
Siege of Petersburg 

, During the war. a toral of 
186,097 blacks served in the 
Union army, with the flTSt regi­
ments activated after September 
1862, In front of Petersburg, 
two black divisions numbering 
about 7,800 men (nineteen reg­
iments) saw action, 

In the initial assault upon 
the city on June. J5, 1864, a . 
division of General Edward . 
'Hincks attacked the Confederate 
Dimmock Line, Comprising 

. 3,500 men (rom the Eighteenth 
Corps of the Army of the 
James, which was commanded 

\' 	by. General Benjamin p, Butler, 
Hiflcks's troops helped capture 
and secure a section of the' 
Southern defenses from 

_Batteries 7 through 1 L In the 
initial stage of this action: locat- . 
ed at Baylor's Farm on the City 
Point Road, the black troops 
also captured a gun from 
Captain Edward Gmham's 
Petersburg Artillery, On the 
fIfteenth, Hincks's Dh'ision lost 
378 killed and wounded. They 
acted in a supporting role on 
the June 18 assault, sutTering 
a loss of 36 men, 

The other division of 
United States Colored Troops to 
serve at Petersburg was the 
Fourth Division. Ninth Corps; 
under General Ainbrose E, 

. Burnside and the Army of the 
Potomac. Four thousand; three 
hundred strong, these mel1 
were invlo\'ed in 'one· of the 
most well-known events of the 
Siege. the Battle of the Crater. 
fought on July 30, 186-1. 

For three weeks. as a 

Pennsylvania Regiment dug a 

tunnel under a Confederate fort 

to blow it up. the black troops 

were being trained to lead the 


. assault once the banle com­
menced, The black troops were 

chosen because ther were 
n.!1merically superior. and hav­
ing been mainly wagon guards 
up to this point, they had seen 
little action,. With the white­



troopS showing exhaustion 
after the severe fighting of the 
campaign from the Wilderness 
to Petersburg, it was believed 
the blacks would have a better 
chance at being successful. 

Unfortunately for the 
hlack soldiers,. the commander 
of the Army of the Potomac, 
General George G. Meade, 
would change Burnside's plan 
tv.'enry-four hours before the 
battle. Instead of leading the 
assault. their division, 
led by General 
Edward Ferrero, 
would now be the 
last to go in. 

Once the 
explosion took place 
on the morning of 
July 30, the three 
white divisions tried 
to reach their objec­
tive, \:eme.tery HilL' 
Stiff Confederate 
resistance along with 
a lack of leadership 
on me. Union side, 
bogged down the 
Union assault in the 
area of the Crater. 
When Ferrero's 
troops attempted 
their attack, they ran 
into a Confederate 
counterattack led by 
General William 
Mahone. As the 
blacks were forced 
back into rhe Crater with 
Bumside's.orher troops, stiff 
hand-to-hand combat now 
began and_the face .of battle 
changed . .some claimed. the 
blaCK troops went into the bat­
tle yeiling "Remember Fort 
.pillow," the site of an earlier 
massacre of black prisoners in 
Teruiessee, while orhers said 
"no quarter" was'shouted by 
rhe blacks. l\-Iany of the Confed­
erates were enraged that black 
troops were being deployed 
against them. and the fighting 
became vicious. As a result, 
many blacks who surrendered 
were not taken prisoner; the, 
division suffered 209 killed. 697 
wounded; and 42.1 missing or 

captured, ~ total of1,327 or 38 
percent of the Ninth Corps loss. 

following the battle, 
Sergeant Decatur Dorsey of 
rhe 39m U.S.CT. received the 
Medal of Honor for "rushing 
forward in advance of his regi­
ment and placing his colors on 
rhe Confederate trenches." 
Three white officers who com­
manded black troops at the 
Crater also received medals. 

The division captured 
approximately 300 prisoners 
and one battle flag during the 

becoming soldiers, and are nei­
ther boisterous nor noisy." 
These men continued to march 
with Grant's army and were 
present at Lee's surrender on 
April 9, 1865. 

African-Americans at City Point 
With General Grant's 

logistical supply base located at 
City Point (now Hopewell) on 
the James River, African­
Americans served in varying 

engagement. In' December 
1864, all the United' States 
Colored Troops around 
Petersburg were incorporated 
into rhree divisions and 
became rhe Twenty""Fifth Corps 
of the Army of the Jam~s" 

". Corruilande~ by General.. , 
Godfrey Weitzel; it was the 
largest black force assembled 

. during the war and varied in 
numbers from 9,000 to 16.000 
men. 

When Petersburg fell to 
the Union army on April 3, ' 
1865, some of the Twenty-Fifth 
Corps marched through the city 
on their way to Appomattox. A 

, ' 

newspaper reporter wrote "A 
negro regiment passing seems 
to take special pride and plea-· 
sure in maintaining the dignity 

capacities for rhe Union army. 
The- soldiers acted as sentries, 
guarding the numerous ships 
that were docJ-:ed at the 

'wharyes, Some employees of 
the U.S, MilitafY R<lilrqad 
Construction Corps .were 
Northern blacks and worked as 
laborers in building' the needed _. 
facilities, An observer wrote 
"legions of negroes were dis­
charging the ships, wheeling 
dirt, sawing the timber, and dri­
ving piles." Many also worked 
at the Depot Field Hospital, 
with the women serving as 
laundresses and in the diet .. 
kitcherj, the men as cooks. 
About 160 blacks asSisted 'rhere. 

-Chris Calkins 
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the duties of our office; we walk, we ride, 

we gaze at the sky, the stars, 'the ,sun, the 

nioon; yet we are 'comp~lled to 'return to 

the same slirroundiHgs, !=amps, arms, 

intrenchments, and lines of defense." As 

the season cha~gecl from fall to winter" 

sniping along the front seemed to die 

down. A Rhode Island man observed that 

it was not unusual for the pickets on both 

sides to amuse themselves "conversing 

across the lines, singing songs ofthe war, 

: .. and doing a little trading when unob­

:kerved by their superior officers: 

"The winter of 186tH55 was one of 

U,tlusual severity, making the picket duty in 
t, 

fr.ont of the intrenchments very severe," a 
j

Federal officer recollected. A soldier in a, 
North Carolina regiment later summed up 

.	his unit's term at Petersburg this way: "It 

lived in the ground, walked in wet ditches, 

ate its cold rations in ditches, slept in dirt­

covered pits." 

Helping alleviate conditions on the 

Union side was the u.s. Military Railroad 

that ran from City Point behind the trench 

lines just past Globe Tavern. Knowing that 

this .railroad would not have to last a long 

time, F~deral engineers simply laid the 

tracks 01'\ the ground with minimal grading, ' 

Watching one supply train undulate its 

way across the landscape, a staff officer 

likened it to a "fly crawling on a corrugat­

ed washboard." 

The wheels of military justice took no 

. respite, however, and there was no slacking 

in 'the punJshmei'ltof those found guilty of 

A TRES'r_:=: ON T .... £.U.S. 
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desertion, rape, or murder. A veter~n 

Confederate officer remembered dtiring this 

winter that the "scarcity of supplies in the 

army and still more the suffering of She 
~, 

men's families at home produced a great 

deai of desertion. . .. Executions w~re fre­

quent.·' "It has a gruesome sound," ~vowed 
a Union soldiero "but the chief diversion of 

the latter part of IS64 was the attending of 

hangings in the vicinity." An area near Fort 

Stevenson even bec~me known as 

"Hangman's Ground" because, recalled orie 

onlooker, "there-deserters were hanged or 

shot, usually on Fridays." Recalled another 

Federal, "We lose all human feelings 

toward such dastards and traitors." 

While the enlisted men on- both sides 

were prepared to call it quits for the year, _ 

Grant was not. The failure of his August 

operation against the Weldon Railroad _ 

meant that Lee continued to use it. The ­

portion of the line coming up from North 

Carolina was inta<..1 as far as Stony Creek 

Depot, about 16 miles below Petersburg. 

This made it possible for" Lee to ship sup­

plies to that point by rail, then transfer 

them to wagons for transport via the 

Boydton Plank Road into Peters1;lUrg. It was 

a slow, cumbersome route, but it wor~ed, 

and-Grant was dete1]11ined to disrupt it. On 

Decem~r 5 he instruct_ed Meade to orga­

nize a large-scale expedition to rip up the 

tracks between -the depot and Weldon, 

North Carolina. 


The force Meade put together and_ 


_	placed under the command of General 

Warren consisted of three divisions fiom 

the Fifth Corps. one from the Second,-and 

the Army of the Potomac'~ sole cavalrY 

division. In· all about 22,000 infantry with _ 

4,200 cavalry would take part. 

With the mounted units leading, ~­
iong column began its ma-rch sOLltheast .. " 

early on the morning of Decemher 7. 

Warren chose not to follow the rail line but 

moved along the Jerusalem Plank Road, 

which diverged slightly to the east. Once 

his men reached 

Hawkinsville. 

Warren turned 

south. crossed the 

Nottoway River, 

and passed through 

Sussex C6urt 

House. From there 

he could strike west 

to the railroad and 

spread along it to 

-


the north and south 

"to carry out his mis­

sion objective. 

Warren's cav­

airy reached the 
_. . 
tracks _around 9:00 

A.M. on December 8. The fIrst units on the 

scene veered north, quickly reaching and 

destroying the Nottoway River Bridge. By 

noon Federal infantry had come up to. the 

railroad line and the pace of d~struction 

accelerated. A Pennsylvania s~ldier who 

was there recalled, "As-far as the eye could 

reach were seen innumerable glowing 

fires, -aodthousands of busy blue-coats 

tearing up the rails and_ piling the ties. It 

was at once a wild, animated scene." _ 

Back in Petersburg, Robe-rt E. Lee- __ 

could not let this threat to his SLipply line . 

go unchallenged. Wade Hampton. whose 

cavalry had been skirmishing with Warren's 

column since it set out, was busy organiz­

ing his troopers and local defense forces to 

protect Weldon. To assist Hampton. Lee 

ordered A.P. Hill tb take a hastilyorga-. 

nized force down to confront the Yankees. 

- Hampton's command ~OOk up a . 
blocking position along the south bank of-
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the Meherrin River at Hicksford barns, and even slave quarters. "Is this 
,( 

(modern Emporia), Virginia. what you call subjugating the South?" 

The Yankee cavalry that one anguished woman screamed at 

was still screening her tormentors. 

Warren's advance test­ By December 11 Warren's men had 

ed Hampton's line on safely retired. Despite forcing the pace of 

December 9. The his march in the teeth of the bone-chilling 

vigorous response storm, A. P. Hill was unable to close the 

that met these distance in time to intercept. In his report, 

probes, and the threat General Warren boasted "the complete 

of an impending -win­ destruction of sixteen 'miles of the railroad" 

ter storm, convinced at a cost of about 314 casualties. Yet, while 

Warren not to attack. That the six-day operation severely shook Lee's 

night, a deluge of sleet and fragile supply line, it did not break it. 

~in spread over the men of both "Peace on earth," a ~orth Carolin~ 

LIEUTENANT-GEN E::R,~L. sides, leaving the landscape coate~ with - soldier wrote in his diary on Christmas 
WADE HAMPTON a glaze 6f ice and making road movement Day,. adding the pointed question, ~'good 

(BL) , 
difficult. Warren withdrew his will to fnen?"~Another diarist, this one a 

long column the way it had come in, while Virginian, wrote, "Christmas once again; 

squadrons of Hampton's men pressed the • but oh! how chan~ed from that of former 

rear guard hoping to delay the Yankees times, when our beloved land was not 

long enough for Hill's men to arrive. draped in mourning." A Tarheel officer 

The Federal withdrawatnow-~came;-~---"\Vhowasal:>lc::t()ride into Pete.rsburg to 

ugly. At some places, the Union soldiers attend Christmas services at St. Paul's 
, , . 

,discovered caches of a local brew of apple Church remembered the scene: "Five fes­


jack, and drunken men threatened military toons of cedar hung from the tl,:e orna- ­

A CONFEDERATE discipline. Elsewhere, stragglers from the ments in the center of the church to. tDe 
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Union column were waylaid and brutally­ bannisters of the gallery on each side. 
PETER?BURG, 

(NA) 
murdered. Angry Yankee boys turned on '...:The church was crowded and many 

Wiii!UiZi Jii.iiiZJliWOLI2&&.._ the local popillae.e, ·setting tlr-e to' houses, 'we~ outside and could not get seats at all." 

:Out along the trench lines; both sides 

enjoyed an impromptu and unauthorized 

truce. According to a Georgian, "The men' 

... had suspended their work without being 

,so ordered and in a few minutes they were . . 

passing in full sight of each other, shouting 

, the compliments of the season, giving invi­

tations to cross over and. take a drink. to 

come to dinner, to come back into the 

Union, ... and other amenities, which were 

.....a Singular contrast to the asperities of war." 
~ . , 

...- .Many of the Union troops enjoyed 

'-. what a New Hampshire soldier noted in 

2,1 
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his diary as a "fine Christmas dinner for , 

all." On the Confederate side there was a 

concerted effort to see that the men at Ihe 

front got something special this day.' "The 

newspapers urged the movement forward, 

committees were appoi~ted to collect and 

forward the good t~ings to the soldiers," 

wrote a Virginian in gray. The effort paid, 

off for some. "We had'. . •. a big Christmas _ 

dinner and . . . our Christmas passed off 

very pleasantly," reported a North Carolina 

infantryman. In another company the men 

eagerly waited for the Christmas bounty to 

arrive. When it did finally show up (two 

weeks late) it consisted of "one drumstick 

of a turkey-, one rib of mutton, one slice 

of roast beef, two biscuits, and a slice 

of lightbread.·' It was the thought that· 

counted for most, and,. recal}ed a young 

Rebel, "~'e thanked our benefactors ~nd 

took courage." , 

Yet even amid -!he'se 'holiday retlec-' . 

tions, 'signs of the end were apparent. A 

?\ew York boy, writing pome December 

25, observed, "We have cheering news 

. every day-it is evident the confederacy is 

rapidly falling to pieces." 

Surprisingly, even at this point 'in the 

war, with his reelection secure and the end 

of the fighting in sight, Abraham Uncoln 

was still prepared to negotiate an end 
to the conflict. While it wOlJld have 

been political suicide for hiin actively to·' 

promote such talks, it was not impossible 

for him to use intermediaries to accomplish 

the same goal. So when a veteran 

. Washington politician named Francis P. 

Blair, Sr., came to ruIn with a fantastic 

scheme to 'unite North and South in a com­

mon war ,against Mexico, Lincoln gave him 

a pass to travel to Richmond to present" his 
\ ' 

,plan to Jefferson Davis in the hope it 

would lead to broader talks. 

Through Blairthe groundwork was 

laid for such a discussion, though it was 

Davis ",;ho sought to use the occasion to 

political advantage. If he could force 

Uncoln to declare a posture of uncondi­

. tional surrender toward the Confederacy, it 

might stiffen sagging South~rn morale 

enough to extend the fighting through the 

summerwhen, perhaps, the Northern elec­

torate would finally grow weary of the 

TI-iE 121sT 
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bloodshed. To this Cnion soldier before Petersburg, after read-· 

end Davis appoint­ ing accounts in Northern and Southern 

ed three men who newspapers. retlectecl, "Poor deluded 

favored a negotiat­ wretches these Confederates, they will 

ed settlement to a never unite with us again until every hope 

peace commission, of success is lost'" 

but he fatally limit­ Grant, who had personally intervened 

ed their authority to facilitate the talks, moved with equal 

by refuSing to let purpose to show that there was no lack of 

them even discuss will to win. -On February 4 he ordered an 

the issue of expedition to the Boydton Plank Road with 

Confederate inde­ instructions to interdict the enemy's wagons 

pendence. Lincoln that were still bringing supplies up from 

arrived at the con­ Stony Creek Depot. _General Meade futilely 

ference-,-wruch protested the operation, certain that there 

took place on \ __v.-ould be_I10 dramatic victory to satisfy the 

February 3 on - press, which would then lambast him for 

UNION SOLDIERS KILL bOard the steamer Rh-er- Queen a~chored qrdering su~h a purposeless undertaking. 
TIME INSIDE THEIR off Fortress Monroe, Vrrginia-equally 	 This time two infantry corps moved 

WINTER QU"'RTERS AT 

PETERSBURG. determined to reunite the fractured United, west on parallel routes fro~n the Globe 

(COURTESY OF States. He was prepared to offer-Southern Tavern area; with the cavalry riding to the 
JAMES R. WARNER) 

slaveholders fmancial recompense for the south. The Second Corps (now under Major 

"property" they would lo~e ~_ecause of the Generai Andrew A. Humphreys) marched 

abolition of slavery, but the discussions along the. north side of Hatcher's Run until 

never got that far. it reached -the Rebel earthworks that prO­

- The three commissioners returned to tected the Boydton Plank Road above 

_Richmond, where two of them appeared at Burgess' Mill. Ant}cipating that there would 

a mass meeting t~ denounce Uncoln's be a quick and aggressive Confederate ­

demand tor ':unconditional surrender." A _response to this I11m'ement, Humphreys 

· 	h~{d his troops prepare defenses arollOd a _ 

place known as Armstrong's-l\hll. As 

expected, a strong Confederat~ battle Hne 

· emerged from the enfrenchments shortly 

after 4:00 POo\I .. Febnlary 5, and stnlck at 

Humphreys's position. 

TI1e main Rebel thmst came against a 

gap in the Cnion line that had only been 

· partially filled by 1\ew Jersey troops under 

Breyet Brigadier General Robert McAllister .. 

·'They stood nobly and fought splendidly," 

,\IcAlliliter later reported. Three times the 

-8ray lines pressed through the thick under­
(LC) · brush, only to be hurled back at each try. 
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Such was the confusion on the Confederate 

side that when General Lee himself tried to 

rally a panicked group, one of them yelled 

at him, "Great God, old man, get out of the 

way, you don't know nothing!" 

Humphreys's role in this operation 

was akin to a lightning rod designed to 

absorb the strikes meant for the other 

units involved. The· other infantry­

General Warren's Fifth Corps-:-moved 

sO\,lth of Humphreys to provide security for 

the cavalry, which was to ride to the 

Boydton Plank Road and burn e\cery· 

wagon in sight. The cavalry did reach the 

·road but there discovered that Federal 

intelligence estimates had greatly overesti­

mated the size of the prize. When the 

troopers fmally pulled back after dark, 

their total haul was eighteen wagons· 

and fifty prisoners. 
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BO}DTON AGALV 
In support ofa cav­
alry strike against the 
lower Boydton Plank 
Road, the Union 
Second Corps (now 
commanded by Maj. 
Gen. Andrew A. 
Humphreys) and 
Fifth Corps (still 
under W-arren) chal­
lenge Lee s right 
flank with provoca­

tive moves designed 

to draw a response. 

On February 5 

Humphreys chews 

up a series of 

Confederate attacks 

launchedfrom 

Petersburg.' However, 

the next day Warren 


" is badly handled by 
C.S. infantry push,ing' . 
from the upper -
Boydton Plank Road, 
an operation tHat 
costs Lee his newly­
wed brigadier John 
Pegram. By extend­
ing their lines after 
the fight, the Federals 
force Lee to stretch 
. hisJor more than 
35 miles. 



UNION SHARPSHOOTERS 


TAKE AIM 


DURING BATTLE. 


(LC) 

M • 
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Fearing anocher attack on 

Humphreys, both Warren's_men and the. 

-cavalI)' closed up on the Second Corps. But 

dawn, February 6, found each side waiting 

for the other to move ftrst. When nothing 

had happened by midday, units wefe sent 

"out to investigate. }he largest collision 0\ 
these probing forces [oak place" along the . 

south side of Hatcher's Run, near the saw­

dust pile that marked Dabney's Mill, once a 

steam~powered sawmill. There Confederate 

troops under Brigadier General John Pegram 

met Union infantry from Warren's corps: ­
AN EXAMPLE OF" 

"The combat surged back and foqh as 
REVETED BREASTWORKS. 

(LC) 
each side fed more men into the fighting~ 

••lllIiiI_EII'IIIIIIBlI___-IIIII!!· In tn.e midst of it, young Pegram, who had 

been married just three weeks earlier, was 

killed. By nightfall the Federals had been 

shoved back to the defensive pOf~tiOIi. they 

had occupied at the start of the day.·" 

Tragically, ,many of the untended wounded 
,­

on both sides suffered horribly during this 

encounter because of a freezing rain that 

began to fall during the latter stages of 

the battle. 

This would be Private Bernard's last 

fight of the Petersburg campaign and near­

. Iy the last day of his life: "1 myself received 

a slight scratch on the cheek," he recorded 

on February 9, "the position of my head 

only saving me from a dreadful wound or 

pe~haps death." On March 22 he received 

a furlough and was at his father's home in 

Orange County when the. end c\Jme.­

_ There were some slight. engagements 

.. -on FebruaI)' 7 as the Confederates deter­

" mined that there would be no further 

enemy adyances. The Federals e1l.1ended 

their trench lines out to this point, furiher 

stretching Lee's lines, which now ran for 

35" miles. The cost to achieve tl).i5 was 

about 1,500 Union casualties and 1,000 

. Confederates. 

On March 1;, 186;, a British M.P. 

named Thomas Conolly arrived in 

Petersburg on a tour of the Confederacy. 



Conolly described the town as a "very con­

siderdble place with large Markets, Tobacco 

factories & handsome streets filled with 

large stores." He visited several dwellings 

in the city, all which "bore marks of the 

shelling. It had been a cold winter, one n 

consequence of which added greatly [0 the 

challenge of moving about in the dark. In 

a special column, the editor of the 

. Petersburg Express lamented that "nearly 

. every little foot bridge about town has lost 

half of its timber, while some of them have 

entirety disappeared. They are stolen at 

night, artd burned as fuel, ~ 
. .' -. 
. The s.tresses of the siege ;tIs~ play~d 

havoc on family relationships: children 

... especia.lly Were affected by the general 

social breakdown. In March 1865, the 

E.\jJress·reported that "numerous com­

plaints reach us daily of the ... danger to 

which citizens are subjected by boys ... 

who indulge in the practice of thrOWing 

stones about the city." 

At Lee's orders,. caches of govern­

ment tobacco were stored in what one sol­

dier described as "sheds & houses of but 

little value," making it easier to' destroy. 

these stocks when the time came for the 

army to retreat. It was a warning sign of 

things to come. 

Ominous too was the steady hemor­

rhage of deserters from the Confederate 

ranks. As many as one hundred men left 

each night, some to go home, others [0 

Yankee prison camps. According to official 

C.S.A. records, 2,934 soldiers deserted in -.. . -. 

the month following the fight in which 

JohnPegram.died. SOlltherners now had to 

. shoot at their own in an attempt to frighten 

others from running. Pri\·ate. Bernard, on . 

picket duty in late March, noted that the 

"firing at c1eserte~s [\vas flC!WJ a thing of 

nightly occUrrence." 

Yet, to all Qu~ard appearances, 

Robert E.' Lee remained firm in his resolve 

to continue Petersburg's defense. During 

his visit, Conolly dined with him. Also 

present was a young lady who begged 

Lee not to evacuate the dty when spring 

arrived. Conolly never forgot Lee·s. 

response: "Oh Miss, have you no faith. 

in our boys?" 

Conolly's dinner took place on March 

17. Six days later Lee listened in grim 
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no political' 

initiative to 
end tbe li'ar. 
so his task u'as 
to presen'e his. 

. arm:}! as long' 

as Po.ssible. 

ROBERT E. LEE 

PHOTOGRAPHED ON HIS 

HO~SE TRAVELLER AT 

PETERSBURG. 

(DEMENTI-FOSTER STUDIOS; 
RICHMOND, VAl. . 

crisscrossed with picket trenches, and the . 

Fort was further protected by two distinct 

lines of entangling obstacles. The main 

picket line was delineated by a thick row 

of abatis-small, felled trees that were 

piled together and interlocked. Directly 

girding the fort itself was a heavy seeding 

of breast-high fraises-angled rows of logs 

with their ends sharpened to points. These 

stakes were planted about six inches apart 

and strung together with tele­

grap~ wire. 

Gordon's solution was 

worthy of its target. First, while 

it was still dark, working par­

ties would open avenues 

through the Confederate . 

defenses by quietly removing 

any ·obstructions. ~en, using 

. these openings, squads of 

picked men would infiltrate 

forward, take out the enemy's 

advanced pickets and listening 

posts, and open gaps in the 

abatis. Through these holes 

would come ftfty axmen 

whose task it was to chop 

. away sections of the fraise 

belt. Right on their heels were 

three storming parties of a 

.-!ftcr atfend­
ill,,>(J {/ series of• 

J}l(!etings ill 

Richmond 

u'itb IeJJersOJl 
Dal'is. Lee 
ca me (Ill'a), 
conl"inced that 
there would be 

silence as one of his most trusted subordi­

nates outlined a desperate scheme to break 

the Federal grip. on Petersburg. Lee had 

asked YIajor GeneralJohn B. Gordon to 

find a way to attack the Union entrench.­

ments. After attending a series of meetings 

in Richmond with Jefferson Davis, Lee 

came away convinced that there would be 

no political initiative to end the war, so his 

task was to preserve his army as long as 

~ssibJe. That mea~Lcreati~g the condition . 

for a breakouf from Petersburg, an assign­

ment lee had handed to Gordon. 

After carefully reconn<;>itering the 

Federal lines, Gordon settled on Fort . 

Stedman as the best place "to attack. An 

enclosed field redoubt located on the crest 

of Hare Hill, near the site of the fatal June 

18 charge by the First Maine Heavy 

Artillery; the fort held four guns and was 


dosely supported by batteries north and 


. south of it. Taking it seemed .ar} impOSSible 


task. The ground in froni of Stedman was 

2'" . 
;) I 

hundred men apiece who were to capture 

Fort Stedman, aod its.. sLlpp()~ing batteries.. ' 

Once the leading edge of the enemy's .line 

had bee~ secured, a picked· force \vould 

pass through to seize strongpoints in the 

Union rear to prevent reinforcements from 

coming up. Only after the last group had 

cleared the approach routes ,wQuld the bulk 

of Gordon's infantry cross the no-man's 

. land to enlarge the initial penetration; As an 

added incentive, a major Federal supply 

depot was located at Meade Station, one 

mile behind Fort Stedman. 



had been ca~tured. Rebel soldiers also 

overran ~o regimental encampm~nts 

located nearby, and many of the sleepy 

Federals were. clubbed down as they ~tag­

gered from their tents in alarm and pa~c. 

John Gordon himself crossed-the no-man's 

GRANT'S CilBIN HEAD­

t/UARTERS (IN FORE­

GROUNDI AT CITY 

POI NT. TH E EpPES 

HOME, "ApPOMATTOX," 

.15 TO THE RIGHT, 

, (LC). 

_ 	 land with the first main wave of infantry to 

assess how the assault was progressing. 

Gordon found thit his success up to 

this Point had been deceptive. Despite tak­

ing all the initial objectives; the follow-up 

attacks had failed to widen the breach. 

South of the. breakthrough, Fort Haskell 

'remained in Uni~n hands, while north of 

. it Federal Battery -IX barre-d his way. And 

then Gordo~ learned that the deep pene­

tration effort ofthe picked force had also 

failed when the guide1? had 10s1 their way 

i~ the darkn~ss. Dawn was close at hand, 

and each passing minute made it that ' 

much easier for the Yankee artillerymen 

holding an enfilading position on both 

Gordon's flanks to target his troops. 

Gordon informed Lee that the gamble had 

failed, and he received permission to with­

draw his men. 

Some of th~ troops managed to 

scramble back across theno-man's land; 
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which was raked by a murderous artillery' 

and musketry cross fire. Those who did 

not immediately escape were pinned 

against the captured entrenchments by a 

massive Union counterattack that rolled 

forward at 7:45 A.M. "The whole field was 

blue with them," recalled one dazed 

Confederate. 

The Fort Stedman affair had been a 

costly failure. Lee had gained nothing at a 

loss later estimated at about 2,700 men. 

Federal casualties were perhaps 1,000 

all told. What Gordon had termed the' . 

"tremendous possibility" had proven no 

more than a fragile hope based on 

wishful thinking. 

. . This entire operation, which had 

r~quired ~Imost haIr' of a!l the men avail­

able to L~e, merely delayed .by a few hours 

the review Lincoln had planned with his . 

.troops. When, at midday, the president and 

his entourage rode on the Military Railroad 

to Patrick Station, he was shown 1,500 pris­

oners ta'ken in tfie morning's fight. General 

'. 	 Meade started to read aloud a message 

from the officer commanding the Stedman 

front, but Lincoin stopped him and, point­

.ing to the POWs, said, "t1!ere is the best 

dispatch you can show me." 

: Reasoning that Lee must have had to . 

. strip his Hnes to· supply Gordon wi~h 

troops, the ~()mmanders of the Federal . 

Second and SiXth cOrp1? pressed t~eir 

fronts and successfully overran large sec­

tions of the Confederate picket lines. 

According to General Humphreys of the 

Second Corps, "Under cover of the artillery 

and mu.sketry fire of their [main] works 

the enemy moved out repeatedly with 

strong force at several· points to recapture 

their picket intrenchments, but ,¥ere 

ahvays driven back" These operations 

Cost Hump.hreys.690 men. 
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Along the lines in front of Union 

Forts Fisher and Welch,' an officer from the 

Sixth Corps watched as the Third Brigade 

of the Second Di~~sion was given orders to 

advance and capture the Rebel picket line. 

"The b!'igade gallarltly executed the order, 

and, notwithstanaing ~e rebels brought 

nine pieces of artilleg' to bear upon it, and 
" . 
 . 

sent reinforcements CO the point, the 

ground- w~s hel?~>-Lo~es t~ the siXth 
.. 
6, 

Corps this day were .about 400. 

Confederate casualties in these actions 

were 1,300. 

This was the true Union victory of 

March 25. The Federal army now held 

advantageous positions that could be used 

rolaunch attacks onLee'~ lines with a 

greater chance of success than before. The 

situation was summarized by a newspaper 

editor who wrote: "Thus, instead of shak-

FONY>1<.\ l/( )/'/:' 

In a desperate gam­
hIe toforce Grant to 
cbntract his lilies 
long enough to open 
an escape route from 
Petershurg, Lee com­
mits nearZv halfhis 
available force to a 
surprise dall'n attack 
on Union Fort 
Stedman. Despite an 
initial success, the 
Confederate troops 
(under Maj. Gen. 
John B. Gordon) 
cannot exploit their 
breakthrough. Union 
counterattacks later 

--that same morning 
(shown here) recap­
ture akofthe lost 
line and many of 
Gordon's men. 
Follow-t}p Federal 
advances elsewhere 
capture key portions 
of tbe Confederate. 
picket line. 
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THE MARCH 25 

CONFEDERATE ATTACK 

:oN-FT, STEDMAN, 

(HARPER'S WEEKL.Y) 

ing himself from Grant's grip, Lee had only , 

tightened it,by this bold stroke:" In the 

words of a North Carolina soldier who had 

survived the operation, the Confederate • 

attack on Fort Stedman "was only the 

meteor's flash that illumines for a moment 

and leaves the night darker than before," 

, While Grant's pressur~, had kept Lee 

fully occupied at Petersburg, military affairs 

elsewhere in the Confederacy had gone 

CAPTURED from bad to ~orse, Following his capture 


CONFEDERATE BATTERY of Atlanta, General William T. ShenUan had 

EIGHT USED TO FIRE ON ' 

- , . -- conceived and carried out his "march to ­
. GORDON'S T,ROOPS, _ ' _ " . 


(NA) the sea," which brought his armies into 


--------- S~vannah, Geo~ia; on December 21.-After 

- a brief pause to regroup, Sh~rman had­

m$lrched north. into the €arolirias, fought 

and won a major battle at Bentonville, 

North Carolina, on March 19 and 20,and 

'was encamped around Goldsboro awaiting 

dry roads to continue toward Richmond, 

Confronting him, but barely opposing him, 

was all that remained of the once powerful 

Confederate 'western army, now led by 

General Joseph.E, Johnston. 

In the Shenandoah, Sheridan had 

. crushed the Rebel Army of the Valley at 

Cedar Creek on October 19 and spent the 

neA'l months consolidating Union control 
' 

of the region, Satisfied that. there was no ' 

longer any threat there, . 


Sheridan brought his powerful . 


cavalry force back to 


Petersburg and rejoined 


Grant in late March . 


. With Sheridan's arrival, 

Grant had the mobile striking 

. force he needed to end the 

sfege. He worried that Lee 

would still find a way to slip 

out ofPetersburg and march 
. south to unite with Johnston, 

'1 



.so he was anxious to Clit off Lee's best 

~~oLlte in that direction, the So~th Side' 

Railroad. To accomplish this. Sheridan was 

iPstnlcted to advance west from the Cnion ., 

lines to Dinwiddie Court Hou;;e on me 

~ 

~oydton Plank Road. From there he would 

ride north eight miles to reach the raIlroad 

. tracks. W11ile Sheridan was moving, 

Federal infantry would also march to the 

west to secure the Boydton Plank Road 

below Burgess' Mill and' to challe~ge the 

enemy's .entrenchments dug along 'the 

White Oak Road.' 

The infantry, Warren's Fifth Corps, 

rriade con:tact fii-st·ariderigage~ Lee's 'meif 

in some sharp: fighting along the plank . 

road on Iylarc& 29: A. large-scale follow-up 

action on March 31 moved the Federal 

who dispatched a force of infantry under 

Major General George E. Picken and caval­

Ij' led by Major Gener::1! Fitzhugh Lee. The 

two proved too much for Sheridan's men, 

who, by nightfall, had been pressed back 

to a tight perimeter around the \·i!lage. 

Sheridan's call for help was answered by 

Grant. who ordered the nearest infantIj· . 

Warren's, to come to his aid. 

Sheridan reported directly to Grant, 

while Warren took his orders from Meade 

(wh9 got them from Grant), so there was 

. some delay and miscommunication as 

Warren carried out his new instructions .. 

····HiS· roarCR toward Sh~ridan' was detected' 

by Picken, who, fearing the enemy v{ould. 

get in his rear, pulled back. Picken wanted 

to take positioCl behind Iiatcher':S Run, but. 

infa~~ry- closer to Lee's White OaK Rood 
. . 

'line, !:>ut the poSition itself remained in 

Confederate hands. This pro\!ed to be a 

to.~ch-and-go affair. with several of 

Wa~reri's divisions routed by n).Uch smaller 

R~bel units before reinforcements stnbiiized 

the si~ation, 

.~heridan, 'on March 31, fought a day- " 

lon~b7ttl~ ,around' Dinwiddie Court Hou~. 

,', 

Lee ordered him .to hair short of that" point 

to protect a key road junction kno\\'n as 

Five Forks. 

Grant had placed Sheridan in overall 

command of the operJ.tion and. ~'orried 

.about Warren's past lack of .iggressiveness, 

:had taken the unprecedented step of pro-' 

viding Sheridan with ad\'ance approval to 

relieve Warren of command should the _ 

'cavalry-man' feel it was necessary to 00 so. 

,W"ith' 


Sheridmz :., 

ami-'al. Gralll 

bad Ibe 
mohile striking 
force he need­

edlo end tbe 
siege. He ll'Or­

ried tbat Lee 

ll'(mld slill 

lznd a way to 
siip 01.11 of 

, Petersburg 
and il.larch 

soutb to unile 

. ll'lthjohnslon., 
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THE HISTORY OF POPLAR GROVE 

NATIONAL CEMETERY 

&; he Virginia dogwoods Christian Commission located !. An observer described the 
were in blossom in the over ninety-five separate burial operation: 

-- spring of 1865 when the Civil sites for the approximately Some had been buried in 
War, America's greatest tragedy, 5,000 Union soldiers kWed in ~ trenches, some singly, some laid 
fmally came to an end. The action during the Siege. side by side and covered u'ith a 
four years of conflict on On.April 17, 1866, Lt. 4 little earth, leaving feet and 
Virginia's bloody battlefields Colonel James M. Moore began:,l skull exposed; and many had 
would close with a gentleman's his survey of the Petersburg 'not been buried at al/. 
peace at Appomattox Court area fora possible location to Throughout the woods were 
House on April 9, but not with- establish a permanent national' scattered these lonely graves. 
out a great loss of human life. cemetery. Rev. Mr. Thomas B. The method offinding them 
Over 618,000 Northern and Flower's·farmon Vaughan was simple . 

. Southern men would give their· Road, about four Iniles south of. .A hundred men were . 
lives as a direct result of this the city, was chosen. deployed in a linea yard apart, 
war, many actual battlefield During the war the each examining halfa yard of 
casualties. In July of 1862, the area had been used as the grou.nd on both sides .tis they 
United States Congress passed campground of the 50th New proceeded. Thus was swept a. 
legislation giving President York Engineers, who had con-Spacefive hundred.yards in 
Lincoln the authority to pur-_ structeda gothic-style pine log breadth. Trees were blazed or' 
chase cemetery groUl'lds "for. edifice named Poplar Grove stakt!s set along the edge ofthis-
the soldiers who shall die Church. Left b¥ the army, it _ space to guitJe the company on 
in,. the _service -of their country:" was used bY"loc;a1 residents to its return. In this manner the .' 

. Thus efforts began for the replace the nearby Popl~r _ entire battlefield had been or 
establish1l}ent of national ceme- 'Springs Meeting House, was to be searched. 
telies for Northern soldiers.. destroyed during the fighting. When a grave was found, 
killed on Southern battlefields. With their base now the f!1~tire line was halted until . 

In Petersburg and SUf- . . establisht!d!.a "burial corps" the teams carmi'up and t~eTHE FUTURE SITE OF 

roundirig areas, work would was assembled to recover the body was removed. ·Many . 

NATIONAL not. commence on this directive .. scattered graves. About one graves were marked with stakes, 
CEMETERY DURI.NG . for about a year after the war hundred men were equipped but some were to be discovered 

THE SIEGE. ..ended__Duringtbe i!!ri~mQ..n..tlL.__withJ:~c::I~e_s~E~!~::1!ors.e~-fo~~~bJ!!Jt:.cj~~I:!~p"p!:ar~_ __ _ 
campaign most Federal soldiers mules, and ten anny wagons.ance ofthe ground. Those bod-

POPLAR GROVE 

(COURTESY OF VIRGINIA. 
HISTORICAL. SOCIETY) 	 were _buried on the field where . Using this equipment, the actu-' ·ies which bad been buried-in 

they fell. In 1865, the U.S. al search and recovery began. trenches were but little decom­
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posed, while those bun'eel sing(v 

in boxes, not much was left but 

bones and dust. 


To confirm the latter, 

"On the 30th of July, 1866, 300 

boQies were taken out of the 

crater and [he corpses were as 

perfect in flesh as the day they 

were consigned [0 the pit, two 

years before. They were fresh 

and gory, the blood oozing 

from their wounds, and saturat­

ing still perfect clothing." 


Remains were disin­

terred, then placed in plain 

wooden coffIns. When identify­

ing headboards survived, they _. 

were nailed to the coffins. . 

Wagons· tIansported remains to 

the cemetery. 


A local resident who tinued until the remains of in somefar-offparl ofthe 

lived near Petersburg, Jennie 6,178 men were placed in world, wondering what had 


.. --Friend, remembered these men: : Poplar-Grove Cemetery. Sadly, - become ofher boy,that she had 
"The summer 9f 1866 was a oruy 2,139 of these were posi- not heard from him for so long, 
time 6f searching through the .tiv~lY identified. - but stili hoping tba} one ckzy be 
country for the U Dian dead, to Upon completing their .would retum.to gladden her-
place in the cemetery; Five dol-- assigninents; the burial corps hearl in her decJi.ning yearS. 
tars was given for every collec- rerumed to their work at the Here be lay, alas! sleeping . 
don of bones with a skull. So grounds chosen for reint~rment bis long sleep among the 
'called spies, deserters, and any- around the New York 'engi- unknown dead. 
thing resembling the form of a neer's log church::An early visi-. '_ 
man was money. All were tor to the site remarked: "The The church survived until 
taken up and sold. and are gem of the place was the April 1868, when, because of . 
now enshrined as heros in theil:... church.Jts .waIls~pillars,...point_-_its.Je.tenoratedcondition,the-_..._ 
well kept cemeteiies·. . . the ed arches, and spire, one hun~ --structUre was torrn:iown. The.-.-- .._­
many dead lying about, with dred feet high, were composed area V(here it stoOd was then 
partially covered bodies,. and entirely of pines selected and used for burial purposes. 
worse yet the un-earthing of arranged with surprising taste The War Department 
these bodies, made the whole' and skill. The pulpit was in administered the cemetery until 

. country sickly. In August a ter- keeping with the rest. Above it August 10, 1933, at which time 
. rible form of.dysenteryswept was the following inscription: "me responsibilities were turned 

the.coinmunity. In every family Presented to the members of . over to the NatiQnal Park 
sickness, and often. death the Poplar Spring. Church, py'. Service. The only major change 
added to the distress that· the 50th N.Y.Y. Engineers. Capt. sin~e that-peri0i of time was 
already abounded." M.H. McGf'J.th, architect. in 1934, when .the upright 

The search for burials Another recalled: neadstones were cUi off and 
not ooiy induded th~ battle-= . . We rode out to the placed flush with the ground 
fi~ids around· Petersburg but' . !ederaJ Soldiers Cemetery at (() facilitate moWing; Only fifty 
extended mto the Virginia Poplar Grove, and tying our rion-Civil War inteiments have 
counties ofAmelia, horses in the pine wood outside been added to Poplar Grove 
Appomattox, Campbell, went in io wander for a while since' its inception, the last' 
Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, . among the graVes. The place is being in 1975. Today theceme-
Nottoway, Prince Edward. laid out in sections, each.sec- tery is closed to burials. Some 
Prince George, and Sussex. lion with its melancholy forest. of the· last civil War soldiers to 
Many bf these were locations ofwhite head-boards on which be burled there were twenty­
tr:lversed by the armies during _ are painted the names and reg-' nine recovered on the Crater 
the .fmal campaign to imeritsof~he dead men belolp. BattIefieid in 193i. They were 
Appomattox. Bociies were . _ . I wondered who tbe man' buried With full military honors.' . 
recovered as far west as was who lay beneath where his ".' _ 
Lynchburg. From ]ulylS66 [0 . home was whether his mother ..~ ~. Calkins 
June 30, 1869, disinterring con- was still alive, away, perh~ 
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n.1 llRJDO OF THE 
Co.\F1:D1:RA.C} . 

Fearing that Lee will 
slip awa:).' to the south, 
Grant orders lHaj. 
Gen. Philip H. 
Sheridan and his 
cavalry corps to cut 
the South Side 
Railroad. Sheridan 
is stopped on March 
31 near Dinwiddie 
Court House by a 
cavalry and infantry 
force under Maj.. 
Gen. George E. Pickett. 
Sheridan is reinforced 
by infantry (U1yder 
Warren) and Pickett 
withdraws to Five 
Forks where he 
entrencheS.' Sheridan 
attacks late on the 
afternoon ofApril 1 
(shown here) and 
routs Pickett ~ 
command. 

• THE.F!F:rH CORPS' 

ATTACK AT FIVE" FORKS 

ON APRIL 1. 

ILLUSTRATIO'; BY 

A. R. WAUD. 
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By midmorning Sheridan's men had locat­

ed the entrenchments Pickett's men had 

thrown up along the White Oak Road at 

Five Forks. In addition to the cavalry and 

infantry that manned the mile-and-three­

quarters line, the Confederates had also 

posted cannon at a few points with a fidd 

" of fire. Sheridan's' men spread out to develop 

. the extenrof the position, and their scout­

ing reports erroneouslyplaceq th~ enemy's 

l~ft flank much farther east thin it ~s. 

Sheridan forinulated a sinlple battle 

plan. He would mass all of Warren's 

infantry against the enemy's left, and while 

his troopers pressed all along the front, the 

foot soldiers would turn the flank. The 

roads were muddy and the terrail) a tangle 

of underbrush, so it took Warren's men 

until almost 4:00 P.M. to fOIm where 


Sheridan wanted them. The restless, 


. combative cav.alIyman attributed these 


delays. to ~arreri's lack of ieaders&ip. 




Finally, between 4:15 and 4:30. the Helping the Federals immeasurably 


attack commenced. was a command paralysis on the 


Just about every element in Confederate side. When most of the day 


Sheridan's plan failed to perfonn as intend­ had passed with no sign of an aaack, both 


ed: His cavalrymen were unable to mount Pickett and Fitzhugh Lee rode off to a shad. 


any serious advance against the W'hite Oak bake with tvlajor Geoeral Thomas L. Rosser, 


Road line and were, for the most part, whose reserve cavalry wa') camped on the 


spectators to the combat that did take north side of Hatcher'S Run. The two,offi­


place. The infantry advance also faced seri­ cers neglected to notify their next iIi com­


ous problems. As dictated by Sheridan, mand that they were absent, so there was 


Warren's corps advanced in a ~'o"division , a fatal break in the Confederate chain of 


front with the third follOWing on the right 


as a reserve. Sheridan intended for the 

right front division (Brevet Major General, 

Samuel W. Crawford commandihg) to 

strike th~ angle qf the enemy's works, with 

the left front (under Brevet Major General 

Romeyn B. Ayres) taking the line head-on. 

But the faulty cavalry reconnaissance now 

bedeviled the execution of these instruc­

tions: The 'real flank was well west of 

where Sheridan thought it to be, so much 

so that General Crawford's division missed 

it completely as it moved forward, and 

Ayres'S men took fire from theideft as 

they brushed past it. 

Ayres needed about fifteen minutes 


to reorient his units and to mOlint an. 


attaCk toward the flank. This maneuver 

SHERlDAN AT niE

broke contact with Crawford. who.contin- Southern'soldiers fought the blue waves in 
BATTLE OF FIVE 'FORKS. 

ued to adv.ance as ordered and was soon . 'isolated pockets of resistance. In:1 crown­
{Le) 

lost to' sight in th~ heavy thickets. The ing piece of irony) atmo:>pheric condftions -M- 'WI' 

reserve following Crawford, Brevet Major so muffled the sound of battle that neither 

General Charles 'Griffin's division, halted '. Pickett nor Fitzhugh lee knew that any-

while its commander sorted things out. thing was happening until it was far too 

Warren, trying to hold a central position, late to reverse the situation. 

sent all of his aides galloping off to reori- After Ayres's men stormed and over­

ent his errant'divisions. and, when that ran the return, dazed Confederates tried to 

failed, he rode out to take command him­ organize a new ,defensive line to face 

, 

, , 

self. Sheridan, riding with, Ayres's advance, them, but Griffln moved inon Ayres's right' 

led the charge that breasted and captured and beat them down. Then 'Cra....{ord 

the left flank of Pickett's White Oak appeared, corning down from the north, 

Road line. directed there by General Warren. Now 
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IJFGfS\,/.V; OF 


IlIL DlJ 

Followi11g Sheridan 5 
victory at Five Forks, 
Grant orders an aI/­
out effort against 
Lee's Petersburg lines. 
An attack by the 
Ninth Corps along 
the jerusalem Plank 
Roadfails to break 
through on the east­
ern side of town. 
Further west (as . 
shown here), a mas- . 
sive assault by Maj. 

. Gen. Horatio 
Wright's Sixth Corps 
rips a fatal hole in 
Lee's defenses and. 
rolls up the line all 
the way to Hatcher's 
Run. Afollow-up .. 
attack on Petersburg 
by Maj. Gen. John 
Gibbon.'s Twenty­
fourth Corps is­
stopped by a lastditch 
stand made by Lee's 
troops in Forts 
Whitworth and. 
Gregg. Not shown 
here is the final. com- . 
bat action of this day 
which takes place at 
Sutherland Station 
on the Soutb Side 

. Railroad. At mid­
_	night Lee begins his 
evacuation of the 
Cockcaae City. 

Turnbull 
(Let'S HQ) 

• 

April 2, 1865. 

.Gibbon marches through the gap 

created by the Sixth Corps. which 

has turned southward toward 

Hatcher's Run, and makes his first 

attack on Fort Gregg at 1:00 P.M . 
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Robert E. Lee's best escape route wasSheriPan's cavalry caine alive and swept 

. dosed. When Warren reported to Sheridan 
. around the Confederate right, only to be 
for new orders he was shocked to learn caught up in a wild melee that allowed· 
that he had been relieved of his command. many of the Rebel infantrymen to escape. 

As Sheridan sa\\' it, Warren had failed to 
Nevertheless, it was a stunning victo­
handle his corps effectively in the fight, ry. Of the 9,200 men under Pickett and 
and he felt that .the infantry officer was. not Lee, nearly a ~ird were killed, captured, or . 

wounded, at a loss to Union anus of slight­ the man to lead it in the critical days 

ly more than 800. The way was now wide ahead. Warren believed that he had con­

open to the South Side . Railroad , and tribi.lted to Sheridan's victory and deeply 
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resented the action taken against him. He 

would spend the rest of his life seeking 

vindication for what he accomplished on 

April 1 at Five Forks. 

Gf'd.nt now ordered an-all out assault 

on Petersburg for April 2. The principal 

attacks were carried out by the Ninth 

Corps, -which advanced from Fort 

Sedgwick along the Jerusalem Plank Road, 

and the Sixth Corps, which struck at the 

enemy lines opposite Fo~ Fishef and ­

Welch. The Ninth Corps troops became 

embroiled in a bitter trench fight that dissi­

pated the force of their attack and allowed 

____ the hard-pr~S§ed defenders, commandecl. __ ~ 

by General Gordon, to hold the line, 

though the_fighting lasted throughout 

the day. ­

'The results were dramatically differ­

ent on the Sixth Corps front. The corps 

commander was_able to mass his men in 

the no-man's land during the night thanks 

to the strategic positions seized on March 

25. Almost the entire Sixth Corps surged 

forward at first light and rolledover the 

heavily outnumbered defende.rs, tearing a 

huge hole in Lee's line: While one portion 

of the Sixth Corps pushed ahead to the 

long-coveted South Side Railroad, the bulk _ 

-of it whee.led left and began to roll up the 

Gonfederate line along the Boydton Plank 

Road as far_asBurgess' Mill. 

Lee,_}Vhoseh~adqualters.. Robert E. _ 

was nearby at the Turnbull House, now 
\ ­

worked to patch together a defensive line 

much closer to the town. A. P. Hill, whose 

corps had beer;"! 'shattered by the Sixth 

_	Corps _attack, rode into the maelstrom to 

rally his men a~dwas killed by a p~ir of 

Perinsylvania soldiers. Lee's only hope of 

preventing _the capture of Petersburg and 

the complete destruction of his a-rmy lay 

with the defensive line he w~s knitting 

together along Indian Town Creek. Two 

redoubts stood slightly advanced- from that 

line, and it was critical that they be held as_ 

long as possibl~. The two pOsts,named 

-Fort Gregg and Fort Whitworth. held a pair 

of clnnon apiece. Into the~ Lee ordered 
- ~ + 

four Mississippi- n;gimen~he:Twelfth 

LIEUTEN ..NT GENERAL 

A. P. HILL 

(LC) 

• 

. Lees on(v hope- --. 

ofpreventing 
thi! captu re (1' 
Petersb"ll rg 
alld tbe 
complete 

destmction of 

his army lay 
li'ithtbe 
defensive line _ 
he u'as knit­
tillg together 

a/om.!, Indiall
'-: . 

TolCJ? Creek. 

.!o 

THE STORMING OF 

FT. GREGG ON APRIL 2_ 

ILLUSTRATION BY 

- A. R. WAUD. 

(LC) 
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and Sixteenth int€> Gregg, and the- Nine:' 

and bonal. "The rebels had 

recklessly fought to the last." 

declared a Federal. Of the 300 

who defended Fort Gregg. 56 

were killed and 200 wound­

ed. The price paid by the 

attackers was 714. The break­

through by the Sixth Corps 

was achieved at a cost of 

1,081, while the best esti­

mates put the Confederate 

losses this day at more 

than 5,000.. 

The defense of Forts 

Gregg and Whitworth had 

A .. R.. WAUD'S bought Lee time and weakened the force -
I L.L.U5TRATION FR.OM 

HARPER'S WE?KLY OF 

THE CHARGE OF THE 

NINTH A'RMY CORPS' ON' 

,FT:'MAHON E. 

DRAWING FROM 

HARPER'S WEEKLY OF 

. THE CONFEDERATE: 

EVACUATION OF 

PETERSBURG. 

= 

. 

te.enth and Fony-eighth int€> Whitworth. , 

. A fresh Federal corps, the 'rwenty­

fourth, marched through the breach and 

formed to assault the two redoubts. The . 

first attack stepped off at about 1:00 P.M: 

The, badly outnumbered defenders stopped 

this initial effort and a second one that 

soon followed. Even though Federal sol­

diers now swarmed all around Fort Gregg. 

its garrison was able to keep them at bay. 

Not until the uf!its manning Fort Whitworth 

withdrew under'orders and uncovered 

Gregg's tlink were the Yankees able to 

overnlO the garrison by sheer weight of' 
numbers. To one Rebel obserVer, it seemed 

as if :'the battle flags of the enemy-made 

almost a solid line of bunting arQund the 

fort." Inside Fort Gregg,. the fight was short 

, of the Union ·attack. When the battered 

, survivors of the assault moved forward to 

the Indian Town Creek line they found it 

manned by reinforcements that had just 

arrived from Richmond. The final engage­

ment of this bloody day was fought to the 

west at Sutherland Station between the 

Union Second Corps and the troops that 

had abandoned the White Oak Road 

line nea.r BurgesS' Mill. In the evening 

Lee issued gene:al withdrawal orders. 

Warned during the day by Lee that 

this was going to happen. jefferson . 

Da\'is and the Confeclerate govet:nment 

fled the' capital on [he evening of 

April 2. ­
·Those of Lee's men who remained in 

Petersburg that night had to cross to the 



north side of the Appomattox and follow 

routes leading to their designated point of 

concentration, Amelia Court House. 

"Silently and gloomily the army in long 

columns marched out from the breast­

works and marched through the desolate 

streets of Petersburg, ,. remembered one 

veteran. "We had little to say .... and we 

all wondered, what next." 

It was shortly after 1:00 A.M., April 3, 

when the first reports came in frot?- .Union 

pickets that the enemy was abandoning 

the town. Flames were visible from the 

burning tobacco warehouses that had been. 

seton' fire.' All aloflgtlieperirrleter Union 

pickets filtered int~ ~heempty enemy 

trenches and confirmed that the Rebels 

had indeed gone. A littleafter 3:00 A.M. a 

flying -squad of Mfchigan soldiers. moving 

along the City Point Road, entered, 

Petersburg from the east and raised, ,a 

United States flag over the courthouse. 

"Our hearts were too full for utterance. so 

we clasped hands and shed tears of joy, 

for we knew that the beginning ofthe end 

had come, ~ recollected one of them. 
. . 

Troops from the Sixth Corps met the city',s. 

mayor west of the town at dawn to accept 

,Petersburg's formal capitulation. 

Meade, Grant, and-Lincoln -all visited 

Petersburg '00 Aprif·,3. At midday Meade 

and Giant rode off to (he west to organize 

the pursuit of Lee's retreating anny, while 

Lincoln toured the t~}wn before returning to 

City Point. On his way into Petersburg his 

party had passed near the' site of the Ninth 

Corps fight on April 2. and Lincoln saw the 

bodies of some of the Yankee soidiers who 

had fallen in that struggle. According to 

.one of those with Lincoln. "big tears ran . 

down the President's cheeks." 

By April 4 Petersb~rg had become a 

rear echelon, as the focus of operations 

moved westward with Lee's disintegrating 

army and toward the final showdown at 

Appomattox Court House on April 9. But 

the triumph of having at last occupied the 

city that had so long defied them was felt 

throughout the Uniop ranks. One young 

soldier ended his diary entry for April 3, 

"My heart overflows with happiness too 

deep for words." 

Years afterward, a Confederate who 
. . 

survived the rigors of the campaign for the 

<:ockade City cautioned future historians: 

"The story of Petersburg will never be writ­

ten; volumes would be required to contain 

, - , -. it, and' even those who went through the 

trying ordeal, can not recall ~ satisfactory 

outline of the weird and graphic occur­

rences ~f that stormy period." 

,The many mil~ary actions that to()k ­

-. place here were a testament to Grant's firm 

f~solve and his wil1ingn~s~ to le~rnfrom 
experience. "Grant is a man of such infi­

nite . resource and ceaseless activity," an 

officer stationed at City Point marveled, 

."scarcely does .one seh'eme fail before he 

has another on' foot: baffled in one direc­

tion he immediately gropes round for a' 

vulnerable point elsewhere." For Lee, the 

siege represented possibly the lowest peri­

od of his professional career. Denied any 
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freedom of 'movement, he could ~n1y~~~it 

~<?_ react to the ene~ny's actions. And 

penned up at Petersburg, he was unable to 

influence events elsewhere. 

The Petersburg Campaign cost the 

North about 42,000 men and the South, 

about 28,000. In the cold calculations and 

neutral nomenclature of the army statisti­

cians, the~!11en f~ll A~I!Iajor b~ttl_C:~l__ _ 

11 engagements, 44 skirmishes, 6 assaults, 

9 actions, 3 expeditions, and 1 affair. 

Although no comprehensive count was 

-made of the civilian casualties c!uring 

the period, it seems that less than half a 

dozen citizens died as a· direct result of ­
the siege. 

. --It ~wisthe lOngest miHtary- irivestrilent 

of a- city in United S~ates history. The nine 

and a half mornhs _of operations left its 

mark in the form of miles of trenches and -­

strongpoints, many which remain today to 

remind us of the events which took place 

here from mid-June 1864io early April 

1865. These rounded yet still impressive 

mou_n~ offer sile.n~tr~bllte to the courage, 

valor, _and fOititlide of the Billy Yanks and 

Johnny Rebs who so long b~lttled for the 

city. If duration and endurance are the 

prime measurements of sacrific~, tlien 

--Peter$burg is indeed the most hallowed ­

of groun~. ­

THE CRATER AF-:-ER THE 

FA.LL OF PETERSBURG. 

(LC) 
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